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a HE Editor of this little viloine, 


be an attendant on the Embaſſy, and 
of courſe an eye witneſs to moſt of the 


occurrences here related, had, at one 


time, formed an idea of giving to the 


Public a narrative of the various ob? 


jedts which naturally met his obſerva- 
tion, from his own manuſcript, in or- 
der that every claſs of readers might, at 
a ſmall ex pence, partake of the advan: 


4 


tage to be derived from it. e 


* Ir 2 4 
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But on peruſing the Work publiſhed 


by Mr. Anderſon, he found it, on the 
whole, ſo clearly correct, ſo accurately 
ths A 3 defcriptive, 


hs Wis fortubate enough to 
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vi ADVERTISEMENT. 7 


| deſcriptive, and 0 rationally conclu- 


five, on many points which: have been 


däeemed diſputable by vntravelled theo- 


riſts, that he was induced to quit bie 


firſt intention, and to purſue the plan 
which he has here adopted, of abridg- 5 


ing Mrz Anderfon's Book, with. fuch, 


eee corrections, and additions, 


as were : moſt forcibly een on his 
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The ibn; 19 a IK W 
ws rich, and beautifully. diverſified, 


will excite 1, differ ent minds ſenſations 


widely oppoſite ; 55 but in delineating it, 
if the pencil be faithful, the object 
viewed will appear preciſely the lame, 


with ſome trifling variations: in” the 


tints and colquring. TONY Oy le 


a f 
4 4 


So 


ADVERTISEMENT, „ 


— reſpect to the e the 


 mavaecrs, and the peculiar habits of 
| mankind, ahi: who. ard tante obſer⸗ 


r erer much Which may 
have eſcaped the eye of the more com- 
mon obſerver. Thoſe ! ſhades of whe . 
ference, however, will, on equity, be 
generally found to ariſe from a marked | 
attention to the characters of a few. 
51 template the maſs of any ſociety, 


and probably it will appear, that the 


concluſions of the general obſerver will 
be found as juſt and as worthy of atten- 
tion, as thoſe of the moſt minute en- : 


quirer. 


N 538 Thus 


£5 


* 


REPO F 
= - on 
— ny, - 
4 nnn 
— — > * - vo - 
— —— — 2 er rar. —— — . — — — —— —ſ 
= — nr 1 
WW N 
— 
* * EY 5 n 5 we ny 22 * —— 
* 1 3 
23.9 . 
— v — © Wir 4» * 
* 46-0 e — 


— 


] 


- 
- 


— 
2 — 


. 
— . 


— 


.. Mu — 
— 8 


5 — 


g 
8 4 $ 
q 
- FT » > 
? 2 
2 — * „ 
on "Re . 1 83 # 
i * * Were 
+5 ond * 4 
* 
— —— — — 
= E Py * 4 + * 
m 7 - — - L . 5 ac - <4 2 * 
* re 5 ä IG, : 3 a 3 
3 g! 0 A *; * % N * 8 — 2 
WA. LCL Agra pAGSS- 7 Nt LED hou por 3 TR 2 "ION 
. 2 LY * 5 — 1 8 ＋ 5 1 * 
42 * e 7 n ">< BAL. AEDT ay wry * 2 
5 : n „ q - 
G 4 1 ws — _ _—_———— ** 
— * 22 — — 5 — 


A ˙ ˙ A 


* r — — 4 
—— n 


2 3 + We Gy 
r 4 POT — 
— A 


ST IESD ITT. a 
nn ES 
1 N 


RET, 


Was - £20 


„ r 
Colgate, . 
5 


* 


„Thus much it has been thought 
neceffary' to premiſe; in order to ſhew; 
that though Mr. Anderſon and: myſelf 
may differ on triftes, there is no ma- 
terial variation of opinion between us, 
which will always be the caſe. where 
two or more people have the ſame op- 
Portunity of viewing the fame. objects, 
and are all determined to relate the 
truth, g to ths! beſt of 1. 
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7\ VERY na) 105 preparation hoving 
been made to enſure the ſucceſs, and add to 
the ſplendor and bekenne is, | 
which had long engaged a conſiderable ſhare of tho 
public attention, Lord Macartney, with his whole 
fuite, went on board the Lion, at Spithead, Sep- 
tember 21, 1792; and on the 29th of the ſame 


month we took our final departure, accompanied 


by the n Eaſt men and the NN. 
brig. | 2 

N . banden n, for is dayis ex 
cept that the Jackall parted company in a gale of 
wind, in the Bay of Biſcay, and did not een 
vill after we had left Batavia. 4 0 
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* 


. On 1 toth of October we made 0 Paſſed 
"the Deſart Iſland and Porto Sancto; and next day 


:caſt anchor in F unchal Bay, in the Hand of | 


Madeira. 5 
Lieutenadt/ Campbell m been ſent to the 
Governor of the Madeiras, to notify the Ambaſſa- 
dor'ꝰs arrival, falutes of guns were interchanged be- 
tween the Lion and the garriſon. Soon after, the 
Britiſh Conſul, attended by ſeveral, Engliſh 5 
men and merchants, came to pay their reſpe 
his Excellency, and to invite him on ſhore. 
Faving accepted the invitation, the yard arms 
were manned, during his Lordſhip's paſſage from 
the ſhip to the ſhore; ſalutes were repeated; aud 
at the anding · place, the Governor of the Madeira, 
the Britiſh Conſul, aud the principal iahabitante, 
receixed the Ambaſſador with. every mark of eſteem 
and congratulation. During his ſtay, he was ſplen- 
didly entertained by the Britiſh Conſul and the 
Governor · on ſucceſſive days; and before his de- 
y parture, had the honour of a viſit in return on 
board the- Lion, from all the moſt cs : 
perſons of the iſland. _ 
The town of Funchal is 3 three miles in 
Narr and one in dreadth. Its population is very 
onhſting of Portugueſe, mulattaes, 
; fer 93 who are engaged in the 
Place. The natives ſeem to be 
cOourteous 
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eourteous in their drpotion, o_ attentive. td 
Atrangers. 1 5 15 : 
„ iſland of Madeira is cha mounttine | 
ous; but the views are beautifully romantic; and 
verdure and fertility: cc cover thy moſt 1 
ſituations. 

We took our leave of Madeira on the” 18th of | 
October, and on the 21ſt anchored in-Santa Coup | 

Bay in the iſle of Tenerife. 5 ö 

This iſtand, in extent, riches; and prpulitions l is 
the moſt · conſiderable of thoſe known by WE] Wo 
nt appellation of the Canaries 

The town of Santa Cruz is pretty large, r 
built, and populous, and is defended by two forts, 
which alſo command the Bay; - 

The Peak of Teneriffe is well known to ) be one 
of the higheſt mountains in the world; and it pre- 
ſents a number of objects which the curious en- 
quirer into nature can never ceiſe to contemplate 
with admiration. It riſes in the centre of the 
iſland, and its aſcent from Santa Cruz may be 
about twenty miles. Some of the principal gen. 
tlemen of the embaſſy, with attendants, reſolved to 
viſit the Peak. I happened to be of the party* 
We ſet out on the morning of the 24th, prepared 
and equipped for the expedition and 'farniſhed _ 
with guides; but after. encouritering a ſeries of 
* dangers, night coming on, we we determined to take 
14.4 B * 


_ 6: LORD MACARTNEY's. 


5 up our lodging at the bottom of the 8 
wee were now advanced, and to renew our journey 
Bal: in the morning. At an early hour we again ſet 
8 dut; but were obliged by the innumerable diffi, 
culties and dangers we encountered, to relinquiſh 70 
8h 4 the gratification of reaching the ſummit. - After a 


. 
0 
* 
” 


| fatiguing excurſion of two days, we returned to 
We: 8 een, we. * elle to the” 
10 The Cape de Verd Ilands ants e; 


lil! 6 og "and Fa Bay, in the iſle of St. * 
„ ed us on the 2d of November. 

Wl The town of Praya is chiefly W * he 
i| 2 ll advantage of its port, where ourward-bound _ 
lf all nations frequently touch. : 

"NE On the 18th of November we paſſed the line. 
Wi. > Doe 1ſt of December we came to anchor in 
1 | Rio Janeiro harbour, in the Brazik; where we 
| found an opportunity of tranſmitting letters to 

England by a South Sea whater. 

B. Nent day an officer was diſpatched to announce 
| . the Ambaſſador” 8 arrival to the Viceroy. Being 
then at his country reſidence, the uſual ſalutes 
| | | were ſuſpended; however, the Deputy Viceroy 
1 tame in ſtate next morning, to compliment Lord 
N Macartney; but his Lordſhip being much indiſ- 
| * poſed was unable to receive him in perſon, Sir 
| * r Staunton and Sir Eraſmus * there · 
; To, 


* 


* 


3 


name of his prineipal, congratulated his Excel- 


lency the Ambaſſador on his arrival, and made a 
1 a houſe for his reſidence during his ſtay. 

- 'This'obliging « offer being accepted, on the 7th at - 
noon, his Lordſhip: proceeded on ſhore with the 
uſual formalities, and was received with all poffible 
diſtinction by the Vieeroy, attended by his guards 
and the molt [diſtinguiſhed - perſons of the place 
After taking ſome refreſhment at the Viceroy's 
palace, the Ambaſſador, and the principal gentle 
men of his ſuite, were accommodated with: car- 

riages to convey them to the houſe deſtined for 
their os Hs about two miles diſtant from the 


, 7 


city. 


On the 10th, enn een with his whole 
ue paid a ceremonial viſit to the Viceroy. In 
the evening his Lordſhip and attendants took a walk 
im the public garden, the uſual amuſement, and 
the ſcene of the principal entertainment of the in- 
habitants of the place. This garden is laid out into 


graſs plots and gravel walks, ſhaded with trees of 


perpetual verdure,.. intenſperſed.. with lamps. At 


one end we obſerved a large ſtructure for muſic 
and dancing, which it ſeems are favourite Yecrea- 
tions here, at the proper ſeaſons of the year. 


The: * day, the . in grand pro- 


DE" 


3 c . a” , | ceſſion, 
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fore, repreſengld his Excellency on this occaſions 
The day following, the Deputy Viceroy, in the 
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LORD: MACARTNEY': 8 


K 1 5 eben, returned Lord EY! s vide... A dif- 
departure from his palace. The Ambafſador ſtood 
ready to receive him on his arrival; 3. and after con- 

ducting him to the principal apartment, preſented 
the gentlemen. of the embaſſy, who were all re- 
ſpectfully noticed by the N An elegant re- 
2 concluded the viſit. 
The Viceroy's dreſs was very gend. It was 
ſcarlet cloth embroidered with gold and precios 


| Eee His nee in n wore a e 
| hs: The town tht Rack ene — frac called 87 Gen 
Mi : bonn, has been ſo often and ſo fully deſcribed, 
1 3 chat we ſhould deem any repetition * it * 
I . 0 Ne 
bl * ; Lord 8 being ron aa indifpoftion, 
bt | 3 returned on board the Lion, on. the after- 
1 | noon of the 15th} and every preparation. having, 
li ls been made for renewing our voyage, we left the 
5 barbour of Rio Janeiro on the e 
[| |: „ anal the walle of wein, the Sava of Chriſt 
1 = mas overtock us: it is ſcarcely neceſſary to ſay 
N that it did not paſs unobſerved, or "its ſoeial rites 
1 = For . ing oF following. ns our 
| 5 ge was barren of occurrences; however, on. 
aN iy Malt yew wr ack the ifland of 
85 WE Triſlan 


— To HHR. E.. 


Triſtan de Cunha, a barren and almoſt inzcceſſible' 
rock, near the centre of the Southern 
Uninhabited by men, it is the reſort of a ee 
ous variety of marine fowls; and its furrounding 


eas abound in whales and other tenants of the 
deep. An officer being ſent on ſhore in the cutter, 
reported that the beach was n and chat | 


freſh water was plenty. 

Next morning, January r, 1793, it was intended 
to ſend out a watering party; and another on na- 
tural and philofophical reſearches. Both ſchemes 


were fruſtrated, A heavy gale came on at mid- 
night; and had not the wind providentially chang- 
cd, at a moment of imminent . our . i 


tion would have been inevitable; 


During many ſucceſſive days the ves 22 | 
generally moderate; and a month paſſed away 


without our ſeeing land, On the iſt of February, 
kowever, we diſcovered the ifle of Amſterdam, in 


latitude 30® 43" ſouth, and longitude 77 200 eaſt. 


We came to anchor on the eaſt ſide of this iſland; 
and found here five ſeal hunters from the Ifle of 


France. They had mutually engaged to ſpend 
eighteen months on this unpropitious ſpot; ſix 


were already elapſed; and during that period, it 


ſeems, they had killed no fewer than 8000 ſeals. 


Theſe men, with the utmoſt civility, conducted uus 


2 had. built; and ſerved. as our cn 
4 5 | . 
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ductors round their uſurped domain. They had 


formed a path, with incredible labour, over -a 
mountain, crowned with a volcano, which throws | 
out a ſubſtance; reſembling ſaltpetre. In aſcending 7» 
this path, we found -a ſmall ſpring of boiling hot 
watar, in which ſome fiſſi were perfectly dreſſed in 
aſew minutes. The vhole ifland, which is about 
eight miles long and fix broad, has a volcanic ap- 
pearancè; and produces neither tree nor ſhrub. 


Vaſt quantities of fiſh were caught here, and ſalted 


for uſe; many ſpecies were * Kt ce 


5 we lobſters. 


The night of our Ape being al afforded 


us an opportunity of contemplating one of the meſh 


aweful ſpectzcles in nature. The flames of the 


Vveoleano were ſeen riſing from fix diftant openings. 


Whether this was its uſual appearance, or only one 
of · its occaſional eruptions, we. Nt no opportunity | 


of aſcertaining. 


On the 18th we came in » ge of the. Trial 
Rocks. They ſearcely riſe above the ſurface of 
the deep; but the waves daſh againſt them with ſo 
much impetuoſity, that they run mountains high. 


This fortufately marks the ſituation of theſe for- 


midable rocks, and in b 128 danger by 


magnifying its appearance. . | 
Soon after, we entered the Straits of Sunda ; * 8 


n, the th. of March. arrived in the Road of Bata- 
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via, ie we immediately received the ſalutes of 
all the Engliſh, ſhips, and of one French veſſel. 
Early next morning, the garriſon fired. a ſalute, 
which was returned; and ſoon after a deputation 
from the Governor General waited on Lord Ma- 
9 to invite him on ſhore. / 

- His Lordſhip having reſolved to hain the dil, 
which was the anniverſary of the birth · day of the 
Prince of Orange, a royal ſalute was. fired in 
honour of the day; and aſterwards the Ambaſ- 
ſador went on ſhore, with. the ufual ceremo» 
nies and attendants. The Royal Batavian Hotel 
was fixed on for the reſidence of the ſuite ; and 
before the door. This. hotel is an -elegant and _ 
ſpacious ſtructure, and was built at the 3 
expence, for the accommodation of oceaſional 
viſitors of diſtinction. The ſtile of living here 
is expenſive; European liquors of every deſerip- 
tion being at a very bigh price; but when it 
is conſidered that the landlord is obliged to im- 
port them from Europe, and pays an annual rent 
to government of ſixty thoufand rix-doltars, it 
may reaſonably be ſuppoſed, that the profits muſt 
be great, to nnn his e Un. 
outgoings. „ 2 

The Prince of Orange's bieth- his was 1 win 
thoſe demonſtrations of joy, which are juſtly . 7 
90 9 | to 


% — \ * — 


- 
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ds dhe ſupreme head; in every country in bich 
ſociety has been formed, and eivilization has taken 
place. The Governor General gave a ſptendid 
entertainment to the principal perſons in Batavia, 
at his country reſidence, to which Lord Macarmney | 
went by invitation. A ball and ſupper concluded 
he fete, and mirth and feſtivity-were 8 
i 1%. e hours,of night. . | 
be unintereſting occurrences. of every. day, | 
Juving our ſtay at Batavia, would tire: they. were 
marked with little variety. I employed my leifure 
in viewing the city and ſuburbs; but they have 
been too often viſited to admit much novel deſerip- 
1 tion; it muſt not therefore be 0s did our li- | 
wh Ji allow us to enter into detail. 
„ 5 : | Batavia, the oriental emporium of the Dutch, is 


| 23 thex pal city in the iſland of Javat it is almoſt 
| 1 ſquire,; ſurrounded by high. walls and gates, and 
b 4 [= 5 protected by forts, which are well-gartiſoned. The 
1 ſtreets are ſpacious, and well paved; the: buildings 


nin: general are uniformly elegant; and: through 


| | 7 5 every principal ſtreet runs. a canal of conſicerable 7 
n width, lined on both ſides with trees of perennial 
N leaves. Jn a climate ſo intalerably hot, this fur- 
il [12 < pithesan agreeable refreſhment; but. perhaps the | 
1 | =: quantity of ſtagnant or ſlow moving water, thus 


collected, encteafes the natural inſalubrity of the 
place. Indeed, ſo fatal. is the climate of Batavia 
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to Europeans, that ſcarcely one in twenty reviſit 
their native land; and thoſe who eſcape death 
there, carry with them emaciated forms and debi- 
| litatediconftitutions to the grave. From the regiſ- 
ters of the public hoſpital, - it appears, that the 
average number of deaths, annually; in that ſingle 
receptacle of miſery, does not amount to much leſs 
than five thouſand, But what opinion ſhall we 
form of Dutch policy, when we learn, that no 
means are uſed to prevent the fatal effects of tlie 
climate; that on the contrary, filth and putrid 
ſubſtances every where lie unremoved and unte- 
garded, particularly in the ſuburbs, till the air is 


, to the laſt degree, and deltructon 138 


almoſt inevitable. It has, however, been ſaid, that 


this negligence ariſes from political conſiderations; 
and that a climate naturally unpropitious, is pur- 


| poſely, repdeged more deleterious, by a total-inat- 
_ tention-ta"cleanlineſs, leſt too many adyenturers 
ſhould be tempted to ſhare the golden harveſt 
which this country ſo abundantly; preſents. The 
population of Batavia, however, is nevertheleſs 
yery conliderable ; amounting, at a moderate.cal+ 
culation, to two hundred thouſand ſouls; of whom 
| a majority are Chineſe. Theſe chicfly inhabit the 
ſuburbs, or Chineſe Town, and appear to he an in- 


duſtrious and reguſar people. They carry ou a 


variety of trades and manufactures; for Europeans 
5 7 a ; 2 
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think it beneath mem to engage; in mechanical 
operations. eiii 


is 


he Malays are W in 8 
and poſſeſs all the malignant qualities that ſo uni- 
verſally adhere to that ferocious race of men. No- 
ming but conſtant ſeverity; it is ſaid; can keep 
_ them within the bounds of duty. One morning, 
being at breakfaſt in the hotel, the moſt piercing 
fhricks reached my ears. On enquiry, I found - 
they proceeded from a Malay flave, whom the 
maſter of the houſe had ordered to be puniſnied for 
ſome neglect. This miſerable wretch appeared to 
be upwards of ſeventy years of age: two ſlaves 
were ſcourging him with ſmall eanes, which ſoy 
continued to do with unrelenting ſeverity for more 
than half an hour. His whole back and his hips 


were mangled and bleeding; yet no ſooner was 


the puniſhment ſuſpended, than he was ſent to his 
uſual labours, without pity, without any. applica- 
tion to his wounds. The impreſſion this ſight - 
made, occaſioned a remonſtrance with the tandlord: 
He juſtified himſelf by obſerving, that without tlie 
moſt exemplary puniſhments, and the effect of 
conſtant terror, no perſon in his houſe would be a 
moment ſafe from the Malays.” This wretchetl race 
is generally employed in a menial capacity; yet 
ſcarcely a night paſſes in which: they do not com- 
oY * 9 ; and not nnr mur- 
der 


— 


4 


EMBASSY 10 CHINA. 13 | 


_ derthoſe whom they rob. On the evening of the 
46th, one of our people had 2 very narrow eſcape 
from a gang of them. Being entruſted with th#- 
care of re=conveying a part᷑ of the baggage on board, 


and diſappointed in meeting a perſon who was tw = 


have the direction of the proa, the Malays ſaw hit 
nn ſtate ; the temptation was too ſtrong 


to be reſiſted; and nething hut the reſolute uſe f 
p a drawn: ſword could have ſaved him from nen | 


tion, ot the property from plunder... 

. : Adapted to the depravity of the people in cones | 
ral, is the nature af the government of Batavia. It 
is arbitrary in a high degree; and the rigour, with 


which every ſpecies of delinquency is puniſhed, can | 


_vonly find a Juſti thcation in the ferocious. diſpoſition 
and the bale propenlities of the natives. - 

Soon after his landing, Lord Macartney being 
ſeized with a fit of the gout, put a ſtop to all the 
feſtivities which were intended to fill up the time 
of our ſtay, Several gentlemen of his ſuite alſo 
fell il}, in lefs than 2 week after our arrival; - and 
to facilitate their recbvery, they were ordered on 
board their reſpective ſhips. 

During our e here, putty of ax attended ? 
the theatre. The play was the tragedy of 'Maho- 
met; and the entertainment, Barnaby Brittle! 
The audience ſoemed vaſtly amuſed; but not 
en, the language, we cauld form no 
e : C TED idea 
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| Ibatof the merits of the. performance, except from 
the attitudes and expteſſion of the mow _ 
Febmtd:to be correct: and impreſſive. 4 

We left Batavia on en 8 | 
be PHY paſling the Ifle of Ourooſt, which 
Jies in he middle of the Bay; and notwithſtanding 
the ſtnallneſs of its ze, contains a/populous town, 
many elegant villas, and ſeveral flouriſhing manu- 
mends this and ſome othet ſurrounding ifles, to 


thoſe whoſe circumſtances. wg them to reſide 
| Where: OR 5 | 


, 

: 

4 

- 
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CHAP.T. 


Pom wage contmad—frive at Cochin erer 
actions . 


ft 


HE Jackall brig being 1 up ber the, | 

| Lord Macartney had purchaſed a French 
veſſel at Batavia to ſupply her place, and gave her 

the name of the Clarence. The Clarence, how- 

ever, had only Joe! us: 1 before we received 

ſome 


wg — 
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6 intelligence of the Jackall by a ſhip from 

Oſtend to Batavia; and this intelligence was cons 
firmed by the brig joining. us on * 5 _— 
gage joy of the whole embaſſy. 

On the aqgth we loft one e ae 
name of Leighton. He bad gone aſhore: to 
waſh his linen at Sumatra beach, and was found 
covered with wounds, and murdered by the Ma- 
lays. To the favage diſpoſition of theſe people, 
this event gave an additional, though melancholy, 
teſtimony. | The laſt rites ware paid to the body 
el the deceaſed wick the utmoſt decency” and re- 
ſpect; and the feelings of the whole ſhip's eampany 
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character and conduct. | 
Lord 8 his nen i | 
on ſhore in the afteraoon. of this day, to view, the 
ſpot where the Honourable Colonel Cathcart 
(who held a ſimilar ſituatien ta his Lordſhip ſome 
years back) was buried; all that was to be expect 
ed from qur miſſion, was of courſe anticipated by 
him, but his death put an end io "ou NA 
attempt. r& 19:4 = 115 N oi * 44 
Paſſung a variety oC FRO without _ Occur» 
refice worthy of remark, we came to anchor in 
Paulo Condore Bay, May 16. Soon after our ar- 
* a party of gentlemen, accompanied by one of 
eel ay ES the 


14.15 * | 
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ſt" the Chineſe interpreters, went on-ſhore. Sin of 
. the natives met us on the beach, with whom we 
. == proceeded till we came at a ſmall diſtance to a vil- 
nage of bamboo huts; one of which was the reſi- 
my dence of the chief, whoſe authority extended over 
1 che whole iſland. Like the reſt; his habitation 


14 Vas formed of bamboo, raiſed on four poſts, a 
ſeu feet from the ground. Here we found ſeve- 


4 ul natives of Cochin China, who wore no other 

al _ dreſs but a piece of linen round their waiſts, and 

a2 black turban on their heads. The chief was ha- 

ſt bited in a looſe black gown, and a pair of black 

|. ilk trowſers. He was alſo decorated with a filver 

4.08 «cord thrown-over his-ſhoulder, from which a Imall 

beg of elegant workmanſhip was ſuſpended. ' In 
common with the reft, he wore a turban, but no 
ſhoes. He ect to OT e * dans Feſt. 

reſpeR, Leere . 

Near his palace, if it may hs fo called; flood the 
bemple. Externally, it reſembled the other build- 
- ings; but the inſide was adorned with various mi- 
litary weapons of Europe, particularly ſome old 

fire arms, of which they evidently did not know 

the uſe; and ſeemed to conſider them only as ob- 
jects of veneration. The diſcharge. of a muſket 

againſt a tree, excited the moſt lively alarm and 
W They _ examined the place 


2.7 where 
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| where the ball entered; they even cantrived to ex 
tract it, and then preſeatod it it to * other, * 
the moſt viſible emotion. | 
_ - Having entered into a weaty' with the chief fora 
ſupply of buffaloes, poultry and fruit, with which 
he was to furniſh us the next day, we were regaled 
with rice and fiſh. Finding that cocoa-nuts would. 
be acceptable, he immediately ordered ſome to be 
procured for ys. The derterity theſe people ſhewed 
in climbing the trees that produced them, is aſto- 
niſhing. On our return to the ſhip, we obſerved 
caves on the beach very ingeniouſly eonſtructed. 1 

Pulo Condore is but thinly peopled. The 
. ſubſiſtence is difficult; and population of 
courſe muſt be influenced thereby. This iſland is 
(be to the King of Cochin China, | 

To our utter aſtoniſnment, on landing next 
morning, to receive the ſtipulated ſupply of provi- 
fions, we found the village deſerted, and every 
maveable carried off, A letter in Chineſe charac» 
ters, left in the hut of the chief, explained the rea- 
ſons of this:ſydden and unexpected movement. It 
ſeems they were apprehenſive we meditated hoſti- 
lities againſt them, from our ſhips coming. to- an+ 
chor in their bay; they earneſtly implored us to 
ſpare their humble dwellings, which they intended 

to re-occupy. on our departure; and dwelt on their 

poverty, which they perhaps concluded was their 
. C3 beſt 
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beſt protection, and the irongetargament to allay 


N European rapacity. - 


Being obliged to ſet ſail without our expetird 


ſupply, we leſt Pulo Condore on the 18th, and 
paſſing feveral iſlands of different forms and mag- 


nitudes, we anchored in Turon _ in Cochin 


1 on the evening of the 26th. e 


Soon after our arrival the Ambaſſador received a 


viſit from ſeveral mandarins, who. came in great 


* 


ſtate. They were liberally entertained; but at 


Arſt ſeemed averſe to taſte the wines and other li- 


quors which were ſet before thom. This reſerve 


appearing to ariſe from fear, Lord Macartney ſet 


them an example, when they indulged very freely; 
ſhewing- a particular predilection for cherry and 
raſberry brandy. Theſe 'chiefs wore nearly the 


| Game kind of dreſs as we have deſcribed. at Pulo 
| Condore, except that they had a. girdle of ſilver 
eordage. Their domeſtics were clad in a fancy 


_ dreſs, reſembling tartan ; and: their legs and fect 


wers wholty bare. 


Intelligence of our EN. having reached the 


court, in the evening of the 29th'the prime mi- 


niſter of the King of Cochin China, attended by 
ſeveral mandarins, came, in his Majeſty's name, to 


invite the. Ambaſſador: ta dinner. His Excellency 


obligingly accepted the invitation, but, poſtponed 
the day to the 4th of-]une, 4 
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In the interim, he received a preſent from the 


King, eonſiſting of a great number of buffaloes, 


hogs, fowls, ducks, ſome bags of rice, and ſome 5 


Jars of famptſoo, a Chineſe Sons reckoned. W. 


delicious. 
«We: viſicd che town of Fie- fa while weld 
here. It is nothing but an aſſemblage of wretched 


bamboo huts ; but it has a good market; and were 


the induſtry of the natives equal to the fertility. of 


the ſcil, this place would be remarkably abundant. 
They ſeem, however, to have little knowledge of 


agriculture: they ſubſiſt therefore chiefly on the 
ſpontaneous produce of the earth; and make their 
women. a principal branch of their trade. For a 
certain conſideration, they are always ready to con- 


ſign them to the ſociety of Europeans who touch 


here, without any apparent ſenſe of impropriety. 
In one of our excurſions to the ſhore, we ſaw ſix ele 


phants performing a variety of unwieldy feats, for 


the entertainment of the mandarins who had af 
ſembled here, 

The 4th of June, the birtti-day of our 3 
cious Sovereign, was obſerved with every mark of 
loyalty and attachment. The morning was uſher- 
ed in with a ſalute. of twenty - one guns; the royal 
ſtandard of Great Britain, the St. George's enſign, 
and the union, were all diſplayed at their appro- 
- n ſtations. In honour of this day, fo dear vo 
Britons, 
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Britons, whierever placed, Lord Macartney.. had 
fixed his landing, Several mandarins -waitgd his 
arrival on ſhore; and attended him, under an 
= eſcort of his own troops, to the reſidence of the 
== prime miniſter. A collation was here provided for 
1 him, conſiſting of all the dainties the cquntry af- 
forded; after partaking of which, he returned on 
board, interchanging mutual civilities with his 
Thus far affairs proceeded to the ſatisfaction of 
| all parties in Cochin China; but the Maſter of the 
| $8 Lion, who had gone in the cutter to take ſound- 
g in the bay, having unrefleQingly begun to 
N ſurvey the coaſt, was immediately ſeized, with 
| ſeven men, who accompanied him, and carried 
1 G a to the capital. 

Ui When we firſt received this deals intelli- 
gence, the impreſſion it made is not eaſily con- 
Wl ceived. It was not only the danger to which our 
[f i * countrymen had expoſed themſelves, that affected 
I the embaſſy; but as this kingdom is tributary to 
China, it was feared, that a repreſentation of this 
inconſiderate conduct, as to them it might appear 
criminal, would have an injurious effect on all our 
future proceedings; and that the object ſo much at 
heart — to inſpire confidence, would be changed 
into ſuſpicion and alarm. The goad offices of the 
* mandarins were inſtantiy and. earneſtly | 
3 | ; ſolicited. 
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ſolicited. : One of the interpreters was ſent on 
ſhore to promote an enquiry” and furniſh an ex- 
planation; and on the 13th, we had the hap- | 
pineſs to ſee the Maſter and his men return in 
fafety, after an abſence of ſix days. What they 
ſuffered, during this this period of ſuſpence, cannot: 
well be deſcribed. Nothing but a reſpect for the 
country to which they belonged, and a regard to 
the miſſion on which they were employed, could 
have ſaved them from certain death. 1 | 

This was not the only unpleaſant event that 
befel us here. We loft a reſpectable gentleman, the 
Purſer of the Lion, who died, after a few days ill- 
neſs, on the. 12th,” and was interred on ſhore with 
all poſſible ſolemnity and reſpect. An inſcription, 
cut in _— was W on his 85 : | 


CHAP. m. e 


Proc up the Yellow Sea —Diſentarb—Aud arrive 
{015 hun nl onda 
TAVING left Cochin China on the 16th ob 
June, the Jackall and Clarence brig, with 

dir Grorg Staunton. and one of Lord:Macartney's 
ſecretaries, 


% 


f » 
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Mete, were diſpatched to Macao, on the ad) 
Theſe gentlemen were charged with: letters to the 
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commiſſioners ſent from England to notify the ex- 


pected: embaſſy, The two gentlemen who were 
the Chineſe interpreters, took this opportunity of 


proceeding to reviſit their relations and friends, 


from whom they had been long ſeparated. In tak · 
ing leave of our countrymen, they diſplayed a ſen- 
ſibility worthy of the moſt enlightened minds. 
From the intelligence brought by Sir- George 
Stauntan, who rejoined us on the 2:36, very flatter- 


ing hopes were entertained: of: the ſucceſs of the 


enabaſy.. At a time when we were approaching 


the ee this nows was TS 
| wa of 


During our 09" up. ths} Yellow. Sea, we 
paſſed numerous iſlands. Several of the Head- 
lands, which in our charts were as yet without a 
name, received the appellations of ſome of the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed members of the embaſſy. | 

July 21, we caſt anchor in Jangangfoe Bay. 
Several officers were immediately ſent in the cut- 


ter to Mettow, to reconnoitre the coaſt, and te 


aſcertain if there were any practicable means of 


approaching nearer the capital on ſnipboard. The 


eutter returned on the a gth. They gave a very 


favourable report of the reception they had ex pe- 


rienced from the Chineſe; but reported, chat it 
1 Due Rt i Was 


* 
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was abſolutely impracticable to proceed farther, on 
aceount of ſhoals and other natural impediments. 
It was therefore reſol ved to diſembark; and a gen- 
tleman, accompanied by an interpreter, failed in the 
cutter to Mettow, to make atratigements for this 
purpoſe. The mandarins promiſed to provide latge 
Junks for the reception of the fuite . baggage, . 5 
ſoon as the wind proved favourable. FO 

| Soon after, we received-a preſent'of We bilo 
and ſheep, ſeveral hogs, poultry, vegetables, and 
other productions of the 'counitry. A principal 
mandarin alſo came on board the Lion, who finally 
ſettled the mode and the day of the diſembarkation. 
He was ihvitedio dinner; but not being provided 
with his'uſual table appendages, hie ſeemed to feel | 
Hinifelf in mm Mpleaſint fituatien. The Chittieſe 
neither uſe knives fer forks: whether we appearell 
roſt ridiculous to him, or he to us, it may be dif- 
Hcult to decide. He exprefted the" greateſt admi- 
ration of the ſhip; and the various arrangements 


and convenieneles he ſuw on board; but what 


ſeemed to delight him moſt, was his being hoiſtel 
Into one of our boats in tie accommodation chair,” 

The greateſt part of the baggage having heen 
previouſly put on board the junks, ſent to receive 
it; on the th of Auguſt; ſeveral more came along- 
ide the Lion to receive the remainder, and to take 
| the faite | Before bis Excellency difetabarked; the 
Captain 
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Captain ordered the company to man ſhip; he was 
faluted with; three. cheers from the _ _— A 
diſcharge of guns from the ſhips. . | 
The junk intended for his Lordſhip" $ 8 
Wen found inconvenient and filthy, as indeed they 
were all, he quitted it and went on en the Flat 
rence brig. | 
On this occaſion. we ene en no — tha 
twenty junks; of about an hundred tons burden; 
and proceeding ſlowly, from the various difficulties 
of the river, the whole fleet anchored oppoſite the 
palace of the principal mandarin in 5 in the 
afternoon of the ſame day. 9! 
This town, the firſt. which we had fo in 
China, poſſeſſed none of thoſe attractions that ariſe 
from the elegance of building, or the beauty of 
- A«ituation. It ſtands on a ſwampy ſpot, frequently 
overflowed by the fea, which no precaution of the 
inhabitants is able to prevent; and the houſes or 
(ht huts are wholly conſtructed of mud, covered with 
2 RS bamboo, without either floors or pavements. The 
| j 1 11 reſidences of the mandarins, however, which lie at 
19 a ſmall diſtance from the town, are built of ſtone 
1 and wood, three ſtories high, and are adorned with 
| | painting, gilding, and. Pinne. They appear to 
„ | contain, a. conſiderable number of apartments; each 
WT in {8 palace being furniſhed with projecting way 
| 
| 


which 3 of .. painted wood. 
Guards 


Ss 
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"Oe of both infantry and cavalry attend each 
mandarin, and environ his palace with their tents. - - 
One ſolitary fort, conſiſting of a ſquare tower, 
vas probably meant for the defence of the place, as 
its ſituation commands the entrance of the river; 
but having neither ordnance or garriſon, it _ 
| rather as an ornament than a ſecurity. - 
| The river here is of conſiderable breadth, bi of 
1 mall and - unequal depth, . Acroſs its entrance 
5 runs a bank of ſand. The ſurrounding country 
> preſents a flat expanſe of a rich ſoil and great ferti- 
42 lity. Curioſity, which induced vaſt numbers to 
croud the ſhores, during the landing of the em- 
baſſy, gave us a very grand idea of the population 
of Mettow and its ene | 
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tion of the embaſſy, during its continuance in 
China, began the exerciſe of his functions, by fur- 
niſhing us with junks which were to convey us to 
Pekin. The important truſt with which he was 
inveſted, proved his country's opinion of his abilities 
to execute it; and we had every reaſon to confirm 
the favourable deciſion it had paſſed. This diſ- 
tinguiſhed perſonage was about the middle ſize, 
robuſt, and finely formed. The darkneſs: of his 
complexion was relieved by a ſet of features ex- 

preſſive of intelligence and feeling; and his man- 
ners were at once conciliating and correct. 1 
On the 6th of Auguſt we received from the 
matidarin. a quantity of beef, bread, and fruit. 
The beef was well flavoured, but not very fat. 
The bread, not being baked in the European 
mode, though made of excellent flour, was leſs 
agreeable to our taſte. It was in fact little better 
than dough, being baked without an intermixture 
of. yeaſt, which the Chineſe are either unacquaint- 
ed with, or reject its uſe. In ſhape and ſize, the 
loaves reſemble a common waſh-ball, divided in 
two. - They are baked pn bars ranged acroſs an 
iron pan, in which is a certain quantity of water, 
and placed on an earthen ſtove. When the watcr 
begins to boil, the ſteam is confined by a ſhallow 
tab for a few minutes; and thus the buſineſs ends. 
This curious method of baking, or rather boiling, 
rendered 
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rendered it neceſſary for us to flice and vast the 
bread before we could reliſh it. 


— 


In the afternoon of the ſame day, we Cha, 2 
variety of meats, both roaſt and bojled. The roaſt 


meat appeared as if covered with an oily varniſh, 


and taſted accordingly :- the boiled was much more 


agreeable to our palates. 
Perhaps we were a little pre judiced hd Chi- 


neſe cookery, from the accounts we had heard of 


their indifference in regard to animals killed on 


purpoſe, or by accident, or dying of diſeaſe. It 
ſeems all are equally uſed, The reports that had 


reached our ears, in this reſpect, were confirmed by 


the evidence of our eyes. Some pigs, being infected 


with an incufable diſorder, were thrown over- 
board; but the frugal Chineſe inſtantly picked 


them up and dreſſed them; and while they were 


enjoying their unenvied feaſt, appeared to laugh at 
the Engliſh for their faſtidious delicacy. Nor is 
this groſſneſs of appetite confined to thoſe whom 
want may be ſuppoſed to ſtimulate. The higher 
ranks, in their domeſtic oeconomy, appear to be 
governed by the ſame motives as their inferiors, 
and adopt cuſtoms at which Entopeans | in general 
would revolt | 

The ſquadron received coders on the Ich to re- 
turn to Chufan harbour, and to wait for 1 
inſtructions. 
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That attention toeſtabliſhed habits, which thou oh 


f [ ali to improvement, is a ſource of peace, has 
prevented the Chineſe from making any alterations 


in cheir naval architecture for ages. Their junks are 


built of beach wood and bamboo, flat bottomed, and of 
various ſizes; and nearly a fourth part as broad as 


they are long. On the firſt deck of the larger 
veſſels, employed in the navigation of rivers, is a 


range of apartments, conſiſting of bed rooms, par- 


Jour, and kitchen. The floor from one end of the 


Junk to the other, is full of hatches, which being 


lifted up by a braſs ring, open a ſtowage below for 
immenſe quantities of ſtores or goods. The win- 
dows are formed of ſmall ſquares of tranſparent pa- 
per; and the ſaſhes may be taken out on occaſion 
for the admiſſion of air. A coloured curtain on 


the outſide extends the whole length of the junk; 


and. this is either furled or drawn, according to the 
pleaſure or convenience of the paſſengers. 

The main deck is laid out into chambers for the 
WS of the crew. A gangway runs on both ſides 
the yeſle], ſo as to render the apartments private. 

It is aſtoniſhing how little water theſe junks 
draw. Some of two or three hundred tons may 


be navigated with ſafety on the moſt ſhoally rivers. 


Moſt of them have only one maſt, which, as well 


as the rudder, is clumſy and inelegant. 


A very wiſe precaution is uſed in the navigation | 
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of the rivers of China. No ſooner does it become 
dark, but a lighted lamp is ſuſpended from the 


maſt's head, as the ſignal of approach. Thus the 


danger of veſſels running foul of each other is pre- 


vented. Beſides, theſe lamps being formed of 


= tranſparent paper, inſcribed with Chineſe charac- 
ters, ſerve to annonnce the name of the junk, or 


the rank of its paſſengers. Other lights likewiſe 
are diſtributed round the veſſel at night. During 
the day, filken flags are diſplayed, which being 
ſtamped with letters, anſwer the purpoſe of no- 
tifieation, the ſame as the lamps. FTheſe lights 
and flags have ſometimes a en and a novel _e 
fect. 1 
The mandarin and his foite occupied five ce foil, 
and took the lead of the proceſſion. His Excel- 
lency the Ambaſſador, and the principal. gentle- 
men, had ſeven junks for their accommodation. 


The ſoldiers, . ee and ſervants, brought up 


the rear. 
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VERY thing 1 ds 2rd Wer 
took his leave of the principal mandarin at 
| | >" reed Mio the morning of the 8th of Auguſt; and 
having received a very liberal ſupply of proviſions, 
tea, ſugar, vegetables, and fruit, together with a 
quantity of wood and charcoal for mineral coal is 
not known here, nor did we find it was uſed in any 
part of. this e 2 ene up the 
river. 4 

"Works cannot been effect the Mes ſcene 
produced on our minds, as we paſſed through a 
country rich in the charms of nature and of art. 
Cultivation every where ſeemed to have exhauſted 
its diligent reſources, The fields were enriched 
with its toils, and preſented a view of various crops, 
as luxuriant as fancy can conceive. Abundance 
of ſheep and the moſt beautiful cattle were ſeen 
grazing here in the meadows. | 
The gardens, on the courſe of the TR ap- | 
; peared equally adapted for pleaſure and utility; 
and however much n may plume them+ 
AA f ſelves 


— 
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Gio on: their ſuperior knowledge of agriculture, 
gardening, and ornamental deſign, the Chineſe, in 
molt reſpects, would bear away the palm. Their 


taſte, to our eyes, may be leis chaſte; but their di- 


ligence overcomes difficulties, which in moſt coun- 
tries would appear inſurmountable. 

In this delightful voyage, the mandarin's e 
marched by day along the banks of the river, and 
at night pitched their tents, where the junks lay at 


anchor. Both the fronts of the huts on land, and the 


veſſels on the water, were decorated with lamps, 

and together formed an attractive ſight. 
The centinels, who kept a regular watch d uring 

the night, were furniſhed with a piece of hollow 


bamboo, which they ſtrike with a mallet at regular 
intervals, to ſignify their vigilance and activity. 


This cuſtom, tlie peyings, or ſoldiers, informed us, 
was univerſally adopted by the Chineſe amy. 

At an early hour next morning, the gongs gave 
the Ggnal for ſailing. Theſe inſtruments are made 


of braſs, ſomething reſembling the cover of a large 
culinary veſſel; and when ſtruck with a large mal- 
let, covered with leather, produce a found that 


may be heard farther than the European trumpet 


or bell, in the room of which they are ſubſtituted. 
With the uſual ſupply of proviſions, for the 


firſt time, we received a jar of the country wine. 
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It poſſeſſes a good body; but the taſte is ſharp and 
unpleaſant. In colour it reſembles Liſbon wine. 
Military honours are not unknown in China.. 


' - In paſſing ſeveral populous towns, where ſoldiers 


were quartered, they were drawn up on the banks 
to receive the Ambaſſador, while erowds of ſpeQta- 
tors filled every acceſhible ſpot of view. 

The uniform of a Chineſe ſoldier deſerves a de- 
ſcription. It conſiſts of black nankeen trowſers, 
over Which a kind of cotton ſlockings are drawn. 
Their ſhoes, which are alſo made of cotton, are 
extremely clumſy, broad at the toes, and furniſhed 
with immoderately thick ſoles. From the top of 
their trowſers is fuſpended a purſe, which contains 
their money. They have neither ſhirts nor waiſt- 
coats, but only a large black nankeen mantle with 
looſe fleeves, turned up and fringed with red co- 
loured cloth of the ſame fabric. - A broad girdle 
confines this looſe robe, ornamented in front with 
a kind of plate, faid to be a compoſition of rice, A 
pipe, and bag for tobacco, hangs from this eincture 
on one ſide, and a fan on the other. Theſe ap- 
pendages, and a ſupply of tobacco, are allowed by 
the Emperor, They wear their ſwords on the left 


ſide, with the point forwards. A bow is flung un- 
der the left arm, and a quiver on their backs gene- 


rally contains twelve arrows. Many, however, 
Carry 
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carry fire- arms; and though it is impoſſible for the 


Chineſe to teach Europeans any improvements in 
the arts of deſtruction, in the caution they employ 
to prevent accidents with artillery and muſkets, 
they might give the wiſeſt of us a leſſon in the 
more commendable art of preſervation. 

The ſoldiers have a tuft of hair on the bath of 
their head, which is plaited down the back, and tied 
at the extremity with a ribband. The reſt they 
ſhave. They cover their heads with ſhallow ſtraw 
hats, bound under. the chin, and decorated with a 
red plume. of camel's hair. According to our ideas, 
little that looks like military enters into the com- 
poſition of a Chineſe. ſoldier's dreſs. - 
| Their colours are commonly of green Ck, edged 
with red, and painted with characters in gold, 0 
thefe they employ a great number. 2 

In failing up the river, we ſaw numibers of raſlie 
b chiefly conſtructed of mud, with ſome 
few of ſtone. The country women, with the cu- 
rioſity natural to their ſex, advanced to fee the pro- 
ceſſion. Fhey ſeemed to walk with difficulty; 
having their fect and ancles bound with a red fillet 


to: confine their growth. Their front hair is 


combed back on the crown of the head, and club- 
ed, and decorated with artificial lowers and filver 
pins; the hind hair is then brought up, and ſecured 


under the club, Except in regard to the decora- 
tions 
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34 | LORD MACARTNEY's | 
tions of the head and the bandages on their feet, 


the dreſs of the Chineſe women differs but little 
from that of the ſoldiers. 
Our progreſs was by no means Lads ha we 


were every moment attracted by ſome new objects, 


which prevented our wiſh for greater expedition. 


1 In the courſe of one day's ſailing, which could not 


exceed twenty-four miles, we paſſed ſuch an im- 
menſe number of junks, and ſaw ſuch crowds of 


people, as would almoſt exceed belief did we at- 


tempt calculation. Independent of the moving 


ſeene, the river itſelf, ſpacious and meandering, - 
was a noble object; and the diverſity of its banks, 


and the views which occaſionally opened over a 
rich and varied country, would have . a 


ſcope to the moſt glowing pencil. 


For the firſt time, we ſaw the 1 ofthis 


tea- tree, on the 10th. This plant, ſo injurious to 
| the conſtitution, and ſo captivating to the taſte, 


which, from being originally an uſeleſs luxury, has 
now become a neceſſary in ſo many countries, has 
been well deſcribed by botaniſts, and a repetition 
here would be needleſs. . We ſhall, however, ob- 


ſerve that it is of a low ſize, with a narrow leaf, 


ſomewhat like myrtle. It was now the ſeaſon 
when the tea-tree was in bloſſom. The bloſſoms. 
are picked when young, and mixed with the tea, to 
which they communicate a more agreeable flavour. 

Plentiful 


C its a 
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Plentiful as tea appears to be in this province, it is 
not within the reach of the lower claſſes, as the 8 


crew of the junks were glad to receive our tea 
leaves, which they dried, and then boiled, to pro- 


cure their favourite beverage. Tea is univerſally 


uſed in China without ſugar; and as the natives, 
particularly the lower orders, frequently dry and 
reboil the leaves for ſome. weeks ſucceſſively, ey a 
unite economy with gratification; N N 
be ſalutary, if copied here. 

On the morning of the 11th we e "ws | 
city Tyen-Sing. The banks of the river here 


preſented fields of millet and rice. The number 


of ſpeRators that met us, both in veſſels and by 
land, exceed all calculation. For nearly two miles 
we obſerved a range of ſalt heaps, diſpoſed in co- 


lumns, and covered with matting; but whether 
manufactured on the ſpot, or for what purpoſe 


ſuch a prodigious quantity was CIs we were 
not able to aſcertain. 

The noiſe and ſhouts of an innumerable multi- 
tude of people attended 'our entrance into the city. 
This is a very populous and extenſive place. The 
houſes are built of brick, and are in general two 
ſtories high, covered with tiles; but the want of < 
regularity offends the eye; and the ſtreets are ſo 
uncommonly narrow, that not more . two. per- 
ſons can walk abreaſt, | 
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„ fe after our arrival; the Ambaſſador, who was 
N84 with military honours, went in full form 
to viſit the chief mandarin. His palace is large 
and lofty, palifadoed in front, gilt and painted in a 
very fanciful and expenſive form. Even the ex- 
ternal walls are decorated with paintings; and the 
roof is coated with a yellow varniſh of brilliant ef- 
fect. Here the Ambaſſador and ſuite partook of a 
cold collation, at which all the bar of 875 coun- 
IF were collected. 5 

In honour of the diſtinguiſhed v eh; a Chineſe 
play was performed. The theatre is a ſquare 
wooden ſtructure, in the front of the mandarin's 
palace. The ſtage is ſurrounded with galleries, 
which were Wenne with ribbands and 1 
ſtreamers. |. 

The ne conſiſted 5 TEE ma- 
neeuvres, varied by ſlight of hand deceptions, and a 
diſplay of perſonal agility, in which the performers 
acquitted themſelves with admirable adroitneſs. A 
band of muſic, conſiſting of wind inſtruments, en- 
| Hvened the ſcene. The novelty of both pleaſed 
the eye, rather than delighted the ear. The female 
characters were performed by eunuchs: the deli- 
cacy of the Chineſe would be ſhocked at the un 
lic exhibition of their women. 

When the Ambaſſador and attendants dt 
on board, ſuch an a immenſe FT of people ac- 

companied 
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companied them, in every kind of conveyance ca- 
able of floating, that accidents appeared inevitable. 
Ve were witneſs to one, where part of the deck of 
an old junk giving way, from the enormous preſſure © 
of ſpectators, 9 ren en to a e 
ga, | 
A very liberal ſupply of a hdd been ſo 
us before we embarked. - Indeed, from the ſuper- 
abundance, we entertained the crews who navi- 
= the junks; thus converting the hoſpitality of 
the country to the relief of the natives, for which 
mark of attention Ay og a due ſenſe of a . 
titude, „ e . | 
A preſent having TH 1 of ſome 3 of 
ſilk by che mandarin Tyen-· Sing, to the embaſſy, 
an officer, by the direction of the Ambaſſador, diſ- 
tributed them among his ſuite; but it not being 
poſſible for evexy one to have an equal ſhare, it was 
determined, after two piects/ were diſtributed to 
each of the gentlemen, the remainder ſhould be 
diſpoſed of by drawing lots, by which means every 
perſon whether mechanic, ſervant, niuſician, or 
* ſoldier, had an equal cnate.:: 15 m 
The weather had been exceſſively * fo 
ſome days; and at an early hour on the morn- 
ing of the 12th of Auguſt we were vilited by 
a moſt tremendous ſtorm of thunder” Wy 
; * 1 5 1 2 and 
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ond; rain, which is not ee in this oli | 
mate. 

It was Sand ge FREE Gat hours hs 
day, to employ men to tow the junks along. an 
China, numbers follow this laborious vocation, to 

which they are called when the wind or tide fails, 
A rope is fixed to the. maſt, and another to the 
head of the junk. Theſe are of a length propor- 
tionable to the breadth of the river, and are fixed, 

one at each end, to a ſtick of about thirty inches 
long. This is thrown over the head and reſts on 
he breaft, forming a kind of harneſs. Every 
draughtſman is furnifhed with a fimilar apparatus, 
and when all are ready, the leader gives the ſignal 
to advance. The towers act in concert, and pro- 
ceed with a meaſured ſtep, which is regulated by a 
kind of muſical tone, conſtantly. repeated. The 
fatigue theſe uſeful drudges undergo would appear 

exceſſive to any but the Chineſe; they wade 
through marſhy banks, and ſtalk through muddy 
Joil, with a perſeverance that Gains . at once our 
pity and admiration. | 
Next day, when we received the uſual fupply of 

proviſions, we ſet about cooking them ourſelves; 
being perfectly diſguſted with Chineſe filthineſs in 

regard to their victuals. With reſpect to rice, 
however, they deſerve the praife of cleanlineſs. 
They waſh it well in cold water, and drain it 
through 


remain till it becomes quite white and dry Iv. 


eat regularly every four hours of the day, and ſel- 


eaten with the rice.. On particular days a more 


day. . 
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id 2 ſieve, then dos it into, boiling water, 
and when pulpy, take it out with a ladle, and put 
it into another clean veſſel, where it is ſuffered to 


this form it is uſed for bread.. Indeed, boiled rice, 
and ſometimes millet, with vegetables, fried. in oil, 
conſtitute the uſual food of the lower claſs. They .. 


dom vary their humble repaſt. Their tables are 
about a foot high; on them a large veſſel of rice , 
is placed, and each perſon, fitting on the floor, 7 
helps himſelf into a ſmall baſon. The vegetables 
are taken up with a couple of chop-ſticks, and 


— 


genial diet is uſed. The uſual A is a weak 
infuſion of tea. 

Amid the new and extracidinary things which 
in ſuch rapid ſucceſſion -caught the view, perhaps 
the number of the inhabitants that every where: 
preſented themſelves, was the moſt wonderful. It 
may be thought to border on the marvellous, but 
it is a certain fact that we could not paſs fewer 
than four thouſand junks in the coutſe of this: 


- 
* a” 


\. 


On the 1 5 we failed. hy town of Cho-- 
tung-poa. It commands a pleaſant view, and ap- 


mo to be of conſiderable magnitude. | 
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Wherever the Ambaſſador, PRO" he received | 

; Py. ſalutes. . 

Soon after leaving Chotang-pes.: we peach; A 
: tributary ſtream, over which were two'bridges with 
two arches of elegant architecture. On a gentle 

eminence, at no great diſtance, ſtood the palace of 

the mandarin. Jt was built of ſtone, two ſtories 
high, and exhibited a favourable «amines of SN 
neſe taſte and deſign, - | 

When we had moored for the OY the ITY 

pal mandarin of Tyen-ſing arrived, with a nume- 

.. Tous retinue, to pay his reſpects to the Ambaſſador, 
A troop of men preceded him, who notified his ap- 

proach by ſhouts. Then followed two men car- 

Tying large ſilk umbrellas, to ſhade the palanquin 
from the ſun, when required; the ſtandard- bearers | 
ſucceeded; then the foot foldiers ; the mandarin in 
his palanquin cmne next; and a troop of cavalry 

brought up the rear. In. this ſtile, perſons of diſ- 

tinction in China generally travel; and the 
higher their quality, the more numerous their at- 
tendants. 

Next diy was marked with no particular occur- 


rence. The banks of the river became more di- 


verſified and pictureſque ; and both the eye and the 
mind were gratified and impreſſed with adicepe 


, 


beauty, and luxuriant Ns EN 2 85 Y ; c 
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bs the evening we took a walk along the banks 
of the river. The corn was now almoſt ripe z, 
_ agriculture appeared in its. beſt form; and copious. 
plenty ſeemed to countenance and ſupport the im- 
menſe population we every where: obſeryed. 


— 
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char. vl. _ by IF 


erin at 1 of Tong: Fink hin the Pagagee 
ende uneral of Hades, c. Ac. 


oath at 1 city: -of . on 
V the 16th of Auguſt, and here our voyage 

anal. This place is diſtant only twelve miles from, 
Pekin, Expectation was now rouſed, and ſome de- 
gree of anxiety awakened... We found an inclo- 
ſure here, purpoſely erected, for the landing of che. 
baggage and preſents. It occupied nearly the-ſpace- 
of an acre. Lord Macartney. and the: RG 
mandarin went to inſpect it. 

5 A temple, was allotted. for: the rebdonen: of che. n 
ombaſſy, during its ſtay. at this place 3, and che. 

whole ſuite, of every deſcription, received an dnvie- 
tation from: the grand mandarin to- ne of 2 
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next morning. Accordingly, Lord Macartney 
and Sir George Staunton ſet out in two palan- 

14 quins, and were eſcorted to the temple by a party 
of Chineſe ſoldiers. The breakfaſt was compoſed 

of various made diſhes, meat, tea, e fruit, 1 

| confectionary. 5 
Every exertion was lads: to land the 1 
and preſents with ſpeed and fafery ; and ſuch emu- 

lation was diſplayed in this ſervice, that moſt of it 

was lodged in the depot before night. Two Chi- 
neſe officers inſpected every caſe and package at 

the gate of the incloſure, of which they appeared 
to take a written account, and pafted marks cor- 
reſponding with their minutes on every ſeparate 
article. This, we underflood, was done with 
2 view of certifying the Emperor of alt that was 5 
drought into his dominions. 

The temple, as it was called, ede. for 
the teſidence of the embaſſy, though in fact it was 
the habitation of a timber merchant, hired by the 
Chineſe government for this purpofe, i is about a mile 
diſtant from the city. It is a neat, low building, 
of one ſtory high; and confiſts- of ſeveral courts, 
which were ſeverally occupied by the ſoldiers, ſer- 
vants, Ambaſſador and ſuite. The ſoldiers court 
was next the entrance. - Beyond this was the. fer- 
vants quarter, oppofite to which is a ſquare build- 
ing of one room, conſecrated to religious worſhip. 
; 1 3 * 
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In the middle of this ſtands Aaltatz , ſupporting 
ree porcelane ſtatues as large as life; and on each 
ſide are eandleſticlks, which are lighted whenever 

any perſon i is paying his devotion, and regularly at 

morn and eve. Before the images, ſtands a pot full 
of quſt, into which a number of long matches are 
thruſt, which are likewiſe lighted during the cele- 
|  bration of worſhip. The deyotees having finiſhed; 
the candles and the matches are extinguiſhed, and 
an attendant on the altar ſtrikes a bell thrice with 
z mallet. All perſons preſent then kneel: before 
the images, inclining their heads three times, with 
their hands claſped, which they lift cover their 

Heads as they riſe. Such is the ſimple ceremony 
of the daily worſhip of the Chineſe, invariably ob- 
ſerved from the humbleſt to the higheſt, from the 

peaſant to the emperor, This worſhip obtains the 
appellation of Chin-chin-joſh,-'or the ſervice of 
God. The meaneſt hut has its altar and its image; 
nor is there a junk without thoſe appendages. 
From the number of images, in places where the 
rites of religion are regularly performed, and the 
obeiſances being thrice repeated, may we not diſ- 
cover a ſymbolic acknowledgment of the Chriſtian 
Trinity? Truth, though obſcured, is not quite 
4 obliterated even in countries reputed pagan. We 


| ies e faint t traces 0; revelation . in India, and 
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China, though wrapped.up i in the veil of myſiery 
* allegory. 1 4900 

eee een e 0 Gh of the Ai 
fador and ſuite, was handſome and ſpacious, deco- 


rated with lamps, gildings, and other Chineſe em- 


belliſhments. An hundred various diſhes were : 
ſerved up at his Excelleney's table for dinner. A 
number of Chineſe crouded round, and: ſeemed. 
highly iverted with the diſplay of European man- 


ners, ſo oppeſite to their own. Indeed Chineſe- 


fervants were diſtributed: in the, different apart 


ments, to be ready at any hour of the day,, to ſup» 


ply the embaſſy with the various beverages of the 


country. Theſe are chiefly tea, cold or warm. 


The city of Tong tchew is about fix. miles in 
eircumference, almoſt ſquare, ſurrounded by a high 


wall, to which We e dfb n | 


fortified; and.cays atogrhr, be _—_ I 3 


| "IT place. 


The baſe are nad: teln of. 3 "of: 


one ſtory high, pretty with exterior. decorations in 


the Chineſe ſtile but moſt of them are deſtitute 
of furniture. The ſhop. is the principal · room. 
Before this are high; pillars, ſapporting an, awning,. 


covered with painting and gilding, and decorated: 
| nen. Thbeſe ſl : 
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moditics to he fold; and ſometimes a wooden figure 
is ſuperadded, to direct to the ſpot. 

In the form and ſize of the houſes and cal 
cn} is very little variety; the ſame plan prevails 
throughout the city in almoſt every reſpect. The 


ſtreets indeed are of different breadths; but all of 
them have a pavement on each ſide for the accom- 
modation of foot paſſengers. 
As a ſubſtitute for glaſs, a thin glazed paper is 
| nirectilly uſed in China: however, ſome of the 
' palaces of the higher claſſes are furniſhed with filk | 
to admit the light. 

Tong · tchew ſeems to carry on a very i 


wade. An immenſe number of junks reſort to it. 


The population i is computed at nearly half a mil - 


lion. | 

The ſummers | in this climate are very hot; but 
the winters are in proportion ſevere, as appears by 
ice of vaſt thickneſs. being preſerved to cool the 
drink during the hot months. In China, ice is 
eſteemed a-peculiar luxury 

; The ſhortneſs of our ſtay, and 2 the 


„ rendered it extremely difficult to obtain 


any correct idea of the nature of the municipal go- 
vernment. It was, however, underſtood that civil 


cauſes were decided by a bench of the lower man» 
| darins, but their judgment was ſubject to the re- 


view 
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view of the principal mandatin, and even an 85 
5 from him to the viceroy of the province. 
The ultimate fate of capital offenders depends 
0 the Emperor alone; but death is ſeldom 1 in- 
flicted in China. Perſons far advanced in years, 
_ confeſſed they had never ſeen or known a capital 
execution take place in their province. The mild 
manners, the ſober virtues, of the Chineſe in ge- 
ral, render puniſhments neither frequent nor ſe- 
vere. An exact police, however, is kept up, and 
delinquencies are expiated with promptitude and 
unerring certainty, if detected. . Thus the hopes 
ef. pardon does not inſpire a vicious confidence; 
and the extreme difficulty of preventing detection, 
operates as a powerful diſſuaſive from crime. The 
' Chineſe, however, ſeem to enjoy. as much. liberty 
of action as is reconeileable to the well · being of 
fociety.; and pages and ee bleſs their 
lives. 
Ahe makes of the people was very one : 
fave during our excurſion round the city. We 
were frequently obliged to feek am aſylum in the 
mops till the gazing multitude had diſperſe. 
The ſecond day after our arrival, the ordnance 
and ſtores were examined, and a trial made of the 
guns in the preſence of the Ambaſſador. It was 
en ee ng * in 
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Ila the evening his Excelleney was viſited by the 
hid" mandatin;: accompanied by Van- Tadge- In, 

A band of muſic performed during his "oy with 
which the viſitors ſeemed vaſtly pleaſed. | 

We had hither eſcaped:without a . or any 


very ſerious illneſs, in the embaſſy ſince we entered 


China; but chis evening we loſt Mr. Eades, one 


of the mechanics, by a violent flux. To impreſs 


tlie natives with a favourable idea of the ſolemni- 
ties of our funerals, Lord Macartney was pleaſed 
to direct that the deceaſed ſhould be interred with 
military honours. In China, coffins are kept ready 
made. They are chiefly of the fame ſize for all 


grown perſons; are ſtrong and very heavy; in 


hape ſomewhat like a flat - bottomed boat. The 
lid is ſecured with a cord inſtead of nails. Having 
procured one of theſe receptacles of mortality, we 
placed the corpſe in it with all poſſible decency. 
Next morning, orders were iſſued for the troops to 
appear with their ſide · arms, except a ſerjeant and 
fix privates, who were appointed to fire a volley 
over the grave; and as there was no clergyman 
attached tothe embaſſy, an attendant on his Lordſhip 
was called on to officiate on this mournful occaſion. 
The proceſſion, having been previouſly mar- 
| ſhalled, proceeded ſlowly to the burying-ground, 
about a quarter of a mile's diſtance from the Am- 
. N end relidence, An immenſe concourſe of 
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ſpectators were allured by the novelty ef the Gone 
to accompany/us.' Perhaps the moſt: ſplendid ex- 
? hibition would not have procured a larger afſem- 
"Bly: The body was committed to the ground with 
que ſolemnity; and the proceſſion returned in the 8 
fame order as it went. + | 1 
In this country we e that the n | 
were ivery ſhallow. They have memorials of 
marble and ſtone as with us, charged with inſerip- 
tions Some of the monuments here exhibited 
traces of no ordinary ſculpture. This receptacle 
of duſt was of very conſiderable extent, but with- 
out walls, Except in the vicinity of large towns, 
there are no public burial grounds: in the coun- 
try, the decealed __— within the * where 
N lived. f 
. 1 Several Ain 25 a viſit U reſpe&t to- the 
Ambaſſador, and notified that the day following 
was appointed for the + Aan 8 e ta 
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7 a very early hour, on this: morning of the 
21ſt of Auguſt, the ſignal was given by 

beat of drum, to prepare for our departure. The 

ſoldiers were firſt marched off, and then the ſer- 

vants; for both of whom covered waggons had 

been provided. The gentlemen of the ſuite fol- 


lowed in light carts, and Lord Macartney, Sir | 


George Staunton, and the. interpreter, had each a 
palanquin. - In point of equipage and appearance, | 
this proceſſion was mean indeed; it ſunk the diplo- 
matic dignity of a great and powerful nation. 
After leaving Tong-tchew, we entered a fine 
chatppaign country, through which we travelled 
on a road of uncommon breadth and beauty. A 
foot pavement, about fix yards wide, occupied the 
centre, and on each ſide ſeveral carriages had room 
to run abreaſt. Roads of a ſimilar deſcription con- 
duct to the capital from the principal towns of the 
empire; and theſe are kept in perfect repair by la- 
bourers regularly diſpoſed, and conſtantly employed. 
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We reached the town of Kiyeng-Foo by ſeven 
in the morning. This is a large and populous 
place, and exhibits the appearance of commercial 
opulence. As it was moſt probably a matter of ge- 
neral notoriety, when we were to enter Pekin, the 
concourſe of people who filled every acceſſible ſpot 
of view, and even crouded on us, notwithſtanding 
all the exertions of the mandarins, conſiderably im- 
peded our progreſs, and exceeded what we had bi- 
therto ſeen of Chineſe population. Yet to our 
mortification we obſerved, that our appearance ex- 
cited rather ridicule: than reſpec; and burſts of 
| laughter accompanied every tranſient fight of us 
from our contemptible vehicles. 
We ſtopped nearly an hour at Kiyeng-Foo, and 
5 received ſome refreſhments of meats, tea and fruits. 
| Van-Tadge-In likewiſe ordered ſome joau, an une, 
pleaſant Chineſe wine, to be diſtributed to the at= 
tendants of the embaſſy, This he did from the 
benevolent motive of enabling them to reſiſt the 
calls of appetite till another opportunity offered of 
| gratifying them, which at preſent could not be 
aſcertained, Of the face of the country between 
this town and Pekin, it is impoſſible to ſpeak. 
- Myriads of people intercepted our view. 
We paſſed beneath ſeveral beautiful trigmphal 
arches on entering the ne the metropalie, 
The 
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The miighificence' they diſplayed,” ſerved'only for 
a contralt to the meanneſs of our appearance. 
- The houſes in the ſuburbs are built of wood, two 


| ſtories high, variouſly painted in front. The ſhops - 


make a very reſpectable appearance. The ſtreets 
are ſpacious ; ntl on this occalibn they were lined 


With ſoldiers, without whoſe aſſiſtance it would y 
bade been impoffble for the cavalcade to hate ad- 


yanced. 
- At two in eb Serben be rent} Be His of 


| the imperial city of Pekin, of Pit-chim; as pro- 
Fdunded by the tiztives: The walls inclöſe à cir- 


cutiifertnce bf twelbe league. In the ckütte of 


bach arighe if a grand gate or entrante, arid 4 lefor 


one at each corner of the rarhparts. They art all 


of tiong ſtone #rch work, and fortified by a tower * 
of fevtn ſtor ies, riſtng over each. The gates in- 


deed art double: the inner is of the fame form a8 
the fit, except that it has ud tower; and between 


tek ate barracks-for {oldiers.. Ordnatice and 
troops art ſtationed at every gate; 


ind though tHe 
olive branch of peace bleſſes Pekin with almoff 4 
perpetual ſhale; the arts of defence and of prudent 


caution are neither neglected nor unknown. At 


ten every night the ies are ffiut, arid till daWhi of 
day all communication is ftifpetide# between” the 
city ans the ſuburbs. During that ſpace; a ſpecial 
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order from the principal mandarin of the city is 
ü abſolutely neceſſary to procure ingreſs or egreſs. 
The walls are of great height, and cf maſſy i 

ee the ſoundation is of ſtone, but the ſu- 
9 perſtructure is wholly, of brick. Outworks and 
batteries at ſhort intervals encreaſe, the firength of 
he Walls, and forts are very freqyent,. but except 
at the gates there are neither cannons nor guards. 
His imperial by, 1 reſides here red 
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patzole the walls every night. 5% 2 0 m 2d 
On the moſt moderate computation, from. $7 
ſouth. gate to the eaſt gate is a ſpace, of ten miles, 
This was,our 1 route through Pekin; and every. ſteg 
preſented | ſome new object to arreſt our attention. 
0 The ſtreets are ſpacious, clean and commodious, 
by well payed, and well regulated. An exact police 
| ds kent vp; and, as every public functionary, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt,” is attentive. to, the dif, 
Charge of his duty, order, neatneſs and activity are 
every where perceptible. Large bodies of, ſcaven- - 
gers are employed i in ſeparate dlgricts i in removing 
every ſpecies of filth; and another claſs of men ä 
ſprinkle the ſtreets, to prevent the duſt. from in- 
cammoding paſſengers, or injuring, the gaudy wares 
aud elegant manuſaRures which euer ſhop pre- 
. = e. „ | 3 
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Ir the capital, and indesd in almoſt every town 


| in Chins the pride of architectural elegance ard 
embelliſhment ſèems to be chiefly difplayed i in the 
ſhops: The tradeſmen' wiſely lay out the greateſt _ 
eupence im that apartment which” brings them in 
A the moſt profit; hence the ſbops in general are 


magnificent, while their domeſtic accommolatioris 
are neither numerobs nor great,” The hbiſes here 
are low, but highly embelliſhed in front, witty gat 
Teries; pafntings and golden characters. Fine pit- 
rs are erected at the doors of the ſhops, ſuppert- 


ing 4 flag, whith- indicates the name ard profeſioh 


of the muſter of the houſe. Theſe flags, with tlie 


mitermixture of gilditig, ſculpture, and valuable 


modifies nch attract the eye every moment, 


ive an itlea of ſplender, which fancy can wacky LR 


Klare. 
The datkti6rs opt ne "y fippliedwith 


ewellent test. On entering one of them, to ſa. 


tis fy our curisſity in regürd to the pieces of meat, 
and tlie mode of cutting it up, which laſt is nearly 
the ſame as our On, we obſerved an earthen ſtove 


with a* gridtron? Phe butchler cofiſtruing our | 
ſigns into a walt of meat, began cutting off and 
broiling ſmall ſlices, which he continued to ſupfiyx 
ut with till we were fatisfied: © Perhaps we might 
conſume abeut a* pound; and on producing” a 


Wee as as allowed ts be cur- 


F 3 * 
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rent in China, he took off one conderon, or ten, 
as the price of his meat. Ia this. manner: 7 Jaw 
numbers feaſting on beef and mutton . 
In Pekin, as in every populous place in he | 
world, numbers muſt be engaged in humble 
though uſeful trades, in the ſtreets. Many thou- 
ſands here derive their livelihood from this ſource. 
«Theſe itinerant tradeſmen, according to the nature 
of their buſineſs, either bear baſkets over their 
ſhoulders, or carry a kind of pack Street bar- 


bers are very numerous. Theſe carry with them 


the implements of their trade, together with a 
Chair, a ſmall ſtove, and a water baſon. Their 
_ © cuſtomers fit down in the ſtreet, where the opera- 
tion is performed with diſpatch, and a mace is, the 
general compliment to the operator. A pair of 
large ſteel tweezers, ſnapped with force gives the 
| fignal that the barber is at hand; and in a coun- 
try where it is impoſſible that any perſon can en- 
irely ſhave himſelf, if he complies with the eſta- 
bliſhed mode, this muſt be a lucrative trade. 
Street auctioneers, apparently poſſeſſed of all tbe 
low eloquence and the vociferous exertions of that 
eraft, preſent themſelyes mathe on a kind of 
| . EY INE 11 
The principal ſtreets OI of, enormous kg, 
. are, ſubdivided by arched gateways, under each of 
Which the game of the Partial. * is. ritten in 
A. 1 gilt F 


Ys 


r 
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gilt Sheng, Theſe arehes continually appear: 
ing, ſerve as central objects for the eye to repoſe 
on. The eroſs ſtreets are terminated by ſmall late 


ticed gates, ſhut during the nicht; while the prin- 
cipal ones are inceſſantly guarded by ſoldiers, who 


are armed with ſwords and whips, to quell any dif- 
turbance, or to correct ſlighter irregularities. 
We have before obſerved, that the chief care and 


s g is laid out on the Wenn and 3 in the 
prevails; in the height nd extent of their houſes, N 


Few private buildings are more than one ſtory high, 
and theſe are chiefly of wood. The imperial pa- 
lace, however, the houſes of the mandarins, and the 


pagodas, are diſtinguiſhed, by their ſuperior; ety 
tion, as well as their magnificence. | 


Palanquins are the faſhionable te of hs 
edit while covered carts, drawn by: a horſe or a 
mule, ſerve for the inferior claſſes. if. Ke : 5 ö bat? 


An opinion has--prevailed in Eu rope, that the 
Chineſe women live ſecluded from view. The 
fact is otherwiſe: they frequently preſent them - 
ſelyes from the galleries in front of their houſes; 
and amid the immenſe concourſe that were aſſem- 
bled to view our proceſſion, perhaps there were 


more women in proportion than we n harr 


ſeen in any principal town of Europ e-. 


{Tha females. of Pekin in 2 poles; delicate. 
features, 
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- features, the. effects of whichthey heightery by col 
metics. They alfo apply vermillion to the middle 
| of their lips, which-certainly is not am unattractive 
1 addition to their beauty. Their eyes are finall, but 
1% very expreſſive; an their brilliante is contraſted 


114 by a peak of black velvet or fit; fet with ſtones, 
VR which depends from” the forehead to the-inſertioh | 
10 of the noſe.” Their feet appear to be of the natu- 
1 ral fize. In fact, the women ſeem to enjoy as 
1 much liberty as is conſiſtent with the delicacy of 
I. wee ſex; nor is jealouſy, as far as we could judge, 
— 2 predomiriant paſſion among the men. Om ob- 
. ſerving a eroudd of women, wre addreſſed tiew with 
0 (Mi the word 'Chou-auv;' or beautiful, on which they 
— 1 gathered round us with an air of modeſt politeneſs, 
AJ. examined the make and texture of our clothes, and 
UE apart te be, di entettamed They did not 
decline a gentle ſhake of the handy on one of our 


party taking leave; nor did the men who' were 
preſent ſeem Ts: mire our ama ofitheir_ 
condeſeenſion 
In our way bee wertiet's mera! 
da The coffiri' was covered by a rich 
eanopy, with fille curtains; Highly ornattlented, and 
hung with eſeutcheons. It was plated on a large 
bier, and Had a. great number of mien to ſupport it, 
who advanced with à flew! and ſolemti ſtep- A 
Van of CG Paying aG; dirge; 3 
0 — ad 


„ 


urn to a e the Viceroy of Claw 


— 


- BMBASSE ro ch. * 


and after them cache dhe friends and relation "be 


deceaſed, in dreſſes of black and white. 
.; Pafling. the eaſtern ſuburbs, we again entered . 
rich and, beautiful, country, and. on arrived at 


Veumenmanyeumen, one, of the -Emperot's:pay 


laces, diſtant, ahont five miles from the city, ' He 
we found, rather a. ſcanty. and, indifferent refreſhy = 
ment.;;but,beiug much. fatigued,, the che idea. of reſk 
— ibn. 369} 217 s 
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Dole iption of 5 P. Pole „ | 


ens Halacr. 1 JC 10 n vn I 4183401 
TEN CJ; 5D: 1.221 Tr 41747 1. It bir 61100 
Els aber lden both en and build- . 
4 ing. We entexed- it by a common ſtone 
gateway, guarded by ſoldiers; beyond this is a kind 
of parade, in the centre of Which is a ſmall Jodge 
for the accommodation of the, mandarins in waits - 
ing. The body of the palace is divided into two 
quare courts, equally deſtitute. of elegance- and 


convenience; the windows of the apartments are 


formed of lattice, covered with glazed and painted 
5 " , Paper; 


' 
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paper; and throughout the whole range there was 
no other furniture chan a few ordinaty Futter and 

chairs. Not à bed er bedflead was any where to 
| be ſeen. Indeed the natives fleep on a kind of 
mattraſs, and cover themſelves with à cuſhion of | 
Kufed and quilted cotton. They undtefs 'ohly 
pattialty, when they retire to reſt, and encttafe Hs 
number of their c gs esfding 6 tlis ſevetith 
of the ſeaſon. Inſtead f bedfteads,” they uſe' a 
5 large wooden bench, raiſed about two feet from the 
ground, and bottomed with b ambogs r wicker 
work. On one ne of theſe pern perſons may * 
their mattreſſes. | 

Every thing "boils Nile 66 HF that it 

had been long deſerted or neglected ; and indeed a 
more unprotmifing ftubtid for 4 Joel telidende 
could hd whers be found. The fitharion Waz na- 
turally ſwampy, and two ponds of ſtagnant Water 
communicated their mephitic odours to ev 
apditchene. 1 Some! ſmall graſs fields Beloßg to the 
placed; but theſe to were an exception to the ge- 
heral "oukivateduppearince of the eotintry, In 
- ſaber; contipsdes, ſcorpions, and muſque tos; infeſt- 
ec every part of this palace; and for feet inhabi- 
mts itwisfolety adap 
Vert, difapteeable as the. intern ſtate rohr! 60 
fidence was, we wefe cut off from all external 
communication. | Soldiers and maridarins guarded 
every 
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every avenue; and che embaſſy could be canſi+ 


dered iv no gther light than as priſoners of ſtate. 
His. Excellency. the Ambaſſador juſtly conceiv- 
ing a diſguſt at a ſituation ſo unfavourable to healtn 
or accommodation, as well ag derogatory to his 
perſonal. dignity, and the honour. of his — 


made a ſerious remonſtrance on the occaſion, His 


application was at laſt productive of a change of 
reſidence ; it was not, however, till the 26th. that 
we were ſuffered to quit this dreary. abode. . 
During this interval ſeveral unpleaſant das : 
van took place between the members of the em- 
baſſy and the ſoldiers on guard. The former could 


ill brook the diſgraceful reſtraints laid on them by 


confinement within the walls of their priſon; and 
the latter pertinaciguſſy oppoſed every atterapt at 
greater lipexty. Theſe fracas were not unfrequent, 
and perhaps were productive of future ill on E 
quences. to the intereſts of the miſſion. Concilia ; 
tory meaſures by means of negociation would cer- 
tainly have been preferable ta menaces which could 
not be carried into effect, and altercations with * 
thoſe, who in the punQual diſcharge of the duty 
impoſed on them, were rather objects of a 
than of enmity and oppoſition. hb HO" 

So much pleaſuzedid every perforvattarhed: 3 
embaſly feel, at the proſpect of leaving this wretch⸗ 


for 
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ſor the Pulpeſs if nne honeſt pöſpble ſpace er 
time. dome of the preſents and the more delicate 
artieles of art or manufacture were left here, belt 


they ſhouid be injured by frequent removal. 


The proceſſion ſet out on its return to Pekin 
with the ſame accommodations: as it came and 
thel arrangements having been inade more perfectly 
than before, we arrived without any aceident or 
confuſion, at tſie nortii gate of Pekin about one in 


the afternoon of the 26th of Auguſt.” This was 


the oounter-gate to what we had entered in our 
former proceſſion through” Pekin,” and preſented 
new views of ſtreets and buildings. A pagoda at- 


tracted our notice in our progreſs, being the firſt 


we had found an opportunity of obſerving.” 'Te 
ſtands in the-centre'ofa beautiful garden; is ſquare, 


ſtone built, and gradually diminiſfies from the 


bottom tillit terminates in a ſphere. It riſes to 
the height of ſeven ſtories and 1 55 a my yur 
the top, encompaſſed by à rail. TERRI FO 

As it is probable our return was Aber we 
paſſed with facility through the ſtreets, and ſoon 
arrived at a princely palace, belonging to tlie 


— 


Viceroy of Canton, who it ſeems was a ſtate pri- 8 


ſoner here for ſome miſconduct in office. This 
paluce conſiſts of twelve large and ſix ſmaller 
courts : it is built of a grey coloured brick, of moſt 
clegant NE; „ but except two detached 


| N gs edifices, 
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| odibees, which were occupied by Lord Macartney 
and the ſecretary to the embaſſy, the palace was 
only one ſtory high, though this was of unuſual 
elevation. Every thing without and within con- 
vinced us we now lodged in a palace: the embel- 
liſhments were in the firſt ſtile of Chineſe taſte ; 
and in regard to the beauty of colours and the 
brilliant effect of houſe painting, no nation can 
enter into competition with this. The gloſſy ef- 
fect of japan is every where perceptible, without 
the intervention of - varniſh ; for we were con- 
vinced that the beauty produced aroſe from ſome 


ingredients in the original compoſition. | 


The apartments were very ſpacious, and hung | 
with the moſt elegant paper, enriched with gild- 
ing. Lord Macartney's reſidence. WAS ſingularly 
ſuperb, and moreover had an elegant private thea- 


tre belonging to it; and in a word, all ranks and 


deſcriptions were accommodated in a ſtile that 


gave ſatisfaction, and deſerved acknowledgment, 
Here, however, the furniture was neither valu- 


able nor in any quantity. Chairs and tables, a 


few platforms, covered with bamboo matting and 
_ carpets, were the only moveables in a palace 


whoſe decorations, both external” and internal, 


would not have diſgraced-1 the relifence of this Em- 


err himſelf. RO 
We ader the foor, 3 in each of the principal apart- 
0 ments, 


ment, is a tits; with a circular tube, ah con- 
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veys warm air to every part of the room above. 
We faw no chimnies in this country; and under- 
ſtood that ſtoves 3 with charcoal were the 
univerſal cuſtom. 
The ſupplies f for the table were in the beſt file 


5 of Chineſe living; which conſiſts more: of ſtews 
and haſhes than ſolid joints. In this reſpect, 


| ame vigilance was employed to keep us within 


the limits of our reſidence as ever; and on no pre- 


dende could we Le the gates, or even ſcale the 


ly guarded a a * 
We were told that the palace in which we were 


may ſhe). OTE SM 


confined, was built by the Viceroy of Canton 
chiefly from the fruits of his exactions on the 
Engliſh, during his continuance in office, at the 
ling. Thus with impartial juſtice the wealth of our 


country, unjuſtly extorted, was made e 


to our temporary comforts. 


Though we withed that our continuance in this e 


place might be of no long duration, as it was in: 


poſſible to make any progreſs i in the grand object 


of our miſſion till we had an interview with. the 5 | 


Emperor, yet every arrangement was made 4 
to the wy of the * or promote its conve- 5 


0 nience. 4 
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nience. Having ſettled this buſineſs, we waited | 
with anxious expectation the return of a manda- 
rin, who had been difpatched to learn his Imperial 
Majeſty's pleaſure, whether we ſhould procegd 0 
Tartary, where he was then reſident, or wah gl 
the period of his uſual return to Pekin. 
Among the mandarins who paid their reſpects 
to the Ambaſſador, on his taking up his reſidence 
here, were ſeveral natives of France, formerly of 
the order of Jeſus, who being prohibited from the 
promulgation of their religious tenets, had, on ac- 
count of their learning, been promoted to civil 
rank in this country, and had aſſumed its dreſs 
and manners. Theſe gave Lord Macartney 
| hopes of a favourable idue to the important em- 
baſſy he conducted: but a Frenchman, though 
naturalized” in England or China, will be a 
| Frenchman ftill—the intereſts of his country, 
next to his private — . 
en ouligation. | h 
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CHAP. 1x. 


Departure from Pekin, to, | the * "6 8 
Ti artary—Deſcription of the N all which ſeparates | 
00 . China, Se. n e e eee 
O the morning of the 28th of e the 
conducting mandarin came to acquaint the 
Ambaſſador that it was his ee Maj whe ** 
pleaſure to receive him in Tartary. | | 
A new arrangement ene took place. 
The principal gentlemen belonging to the em- 
baſſy were ſelected to accompany his Excel leney 
into Tartary; ; ſeveral of the ſcientific gentlemen, 
mechanics, and ſick, were to remain in r ow . 
the baggage, and preſens. 
__ Ts guards, muſicians, and ſervants, wot 05 
orders to hold themſelves in readineſs, with only 
indiſpenſible neceſſaries; and even the gentlemen 
of the ſuite were to be as little incumbered as poſ- 
ſible. They were to carry with them only the 
uniform of the embaſſy and a common ſuit of 
cloaths: the muſicians and ſervants were to be 
dreſſed out in a ſuit of ſtate liveries, which, on 
being unpacked, it was evident that this was not 
their firſt appearance in public; ſeveral of the 


{dretles bearing the names of their former wearerss 
ST) and 


| | | BMBASSY To. CHINA. . 
and frorm ſome circumſtances that we diſcovered, 
had been made up for the ſervants of ſome former | 
Ambaſſador. But whether they were of diplo- 
matic origin, or derived their exiſtence from a 
meaner cauſe, is of little importance to the reader. 3 
Wich theſe habiliments, ſuch as they were, err 
man fitted himſelf out in the beſt manner he q 
could, though there was a general want of ſuitable . 
ſmall cloaths; and had the party appeared as ridi:- 
culous to the Chineſe as they did to one another,  - 
they might have ſuppoſed we wiſhed to acquire 
money by an exhibition, not to 2 8 
embaſſy. _ 
— The Ambaſiador and Sir George Stayton were 
to travel in an old chaiſe belonging to the latter, 
which on being unpacked, had uone of that gaudy 
| appearance Which diſtinguiſhed the wal 
in this country; and ſome of mem did not hefi- 14 
tate to expreis their diſapprobation.of in Karan 14 


— 


ee. 
SBauoch of the faite as a pod rig aeg 
back were to be a0 od, 


| company. us having deen previouſly 
Ambaſſador's carriage was to be 
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ling about fix miles we reached the ville 


firſt night's lodgin 
; —_ named Nan! 
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1 iS; and light horſeman, who was to at 
as his. aſſiſtant. A man who has learned two 
trades is frequently uſeful to himſelf and to others: 
this humble corporal was the only man who could 
have headed the Ambaſſador. He and his aſſiſtant 
were permitted to exerciſe the horſes in the chaiſe 


for à ſhort time through the ſtreets of Pekin, under 


2 guard of mandarins and ſoldiers; and ſuch 


crowds aſſembled to ſce this extraordinary ſpecta- 5 


_ cle, that authority was abſolutely neceſſary to re- 


train the impertinent treſ paſſes of curioſity,” 
A number of horſes having deen ls, 


brought to the palace, and the riders having made 


a ſelection, very early in the morning of Septem- 
ber 2, we began our march, but meeting wink 
frequent interruption, it was ſome time before we 


could paſs the city gate. This being effected, we 
ſoon drove through the ſuburbs, and entered a rich. 


but without any central pavement. After ED © 
Chin-giho, where we were allowed our morning 


"refreſhments. In our route we paſſed a great 
number of populous villages; and took up our 


at one = "hp! Fee 5 


I üghee. 


Our benevolent ended Vis race In pc 
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-ountry by a road of great width. | 
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the imad preſence. We were now furniſhed 
every day with the beſt accommodations, and re- 


ceived an allowance of ſamtchoo and Chineſe 


wine; the former is a ſpirit diſtilled from rice 
and millet, and may deſerve the EEE of 


Chineſe ; Sb, fn 42 k 
From Pekin to col VG we were has 15 


* diſtance is one hundred and ſixty miles, which 
was divided into ſeven days journies, that we 
 mighthave the advantage of fleeping in an impe- 


rial reſidence every night. | This flattering mark 


bf diſtinétion is the higheſt it ſeems that can be 


. The palace where we paſſed the firſt 
1 had but little to demand attention, either in 
its external appearance or its internal decorations. 


It was environed by a {pariogis W but. to | 


this we were denied acceſs. 


We reſumed our journey at four next morning, x 
and took our firſt refreſhment at the town of 
 Wheazon, a place of ſome conſequence. From 
thence we proceeded through duſty roads, beneath 
a burning fun, till we reached the palace of Chan- 
Chin, where we halted for the night. This is a 


ſpacious ſtructure, covering. a great extent of 
ground, and is adorned with gardens and planta- 


tions. The ſurrounding country is encloſed; and 


in point of fertility is equal to ny we had ſeen. 


;_ and is never conferred even on the firſt man- 


It f 
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It fed e b of: cane, The ſheep ERA 
are fmall, but very fat; ar How. 
e weighing ſeveral pounds. TE 79 
As we proceeded on our journey the next morn- 
ing, the diſtant country aſſumed a mountainous 
aſpect; fertility WAS ſenſibly diminiſhed, and the 
N became more thin. About noon we ſaw 
the city of Caungchamfoa. It ſcems ta be a large 
place, and is walled in the manner of Pekin. 
We met nothing worth remark in this day's 
| Ina except about two een, camels and 
63 — man. The dat f of 
theſe animals, and their various uſeful qualities 
too well known to be enumerated. 1 85 

Tue palace of Caungchumfoa received us . 
ode hour of the afternoon, after the moſt fa- 
| tiguing and diſagreeable journey we had hitherto 
eee e itſelf has little to hn 
tendants received, correſponded in eyery reſpect 
Journey to and from Pekin. It. is almaſt unne- 
_ceſlary to ſay, that however. unfavourble appear- 
-ances might be, moſt of us gladly accepted of 


Whatever was prepared ſor our refreſhment; and 


e e * * gave us 
; "re. * 
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greater ſatisfa ibn than hen « our i in- 85 
formed us that we might retire to eee 5 5 


apartments allotted for our repoſe. 


Very early the next morning we were ſom. by 


moned together, and ſoon after departed. | 
The roads now became indifferent, and the 


8 country diſplayed a mountainous appearance. 
At a ſmall diſtance from Waung-chanyengs ; 
we paſſed a prodigious arch, which united two 
| 2 with a parapet of maſſy ſtrength on both 0 

The farther hill is crowned. with a fort, 
= ramparts ſtretch to to a very great diſtances . 
Beneath this fort is a ponderous arch-way con- 
ducting down the hill, ſo ſteep as to render  travel- | 
ling dangerous. In a romantic valley, at the bot⸗ 1 
tom, appears the town of Waung- chanyeng. „ 
is irregularly. built, about a mile in length, and 


diſplays a conſiderable ſhare of commerce and 


opulence. At the extremity of this town a tem- 
porary triumphal arch was erected to the honour 
of the embaſſy, finely ornamented with ſilk | 
ſtreamers. Here the Ambaſſador received a ſalute 
from ſome guns, and paſſed between a double line 


of ſoldiers, who diſplayed a martial appearance and 
military parade beyond what we had hitherto wit- 
neſſed in China. They were regularly drawn up 


in companies, and each regianent Was diſtin- | 


Aw 
1 


1 
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| gulthed by a different dreſs. They all wore a 
Find of coat of mail; and had their head and 
Kauder covered with ſteel helmets. Their ar- 
mou was matchlocks, ſabres, ſpears, lances, and 
bows and arrows, together with ſome weapons of 
Which we knew not the appropriate name. Al- 
maſt every diviſion varied in its armour as well as. 
_ its drofs. 7 
. 2 mondert of the 
19 - wk, the wall ' that ſeparates China from Tar- 
ES — os phecut:hs 
man. * the vicinity are cantonn 

\ of which is maly gateway of fawn; defengiat by 
. three iron doors, which guard the paſs between 
countries formerly diſtinct. This wall, the pride 
el human labour, is ſuppoſed to be upwards of 
5 twelve hundred miles in length: its height varies 

'+ according to the circumſtances of the furface. 
Where one of us contrived to get to the top, it 
was upwards of thirty feet high, and aboyt twen- 


* 


ww ty-four broad. The foundation is laid. on large 
; quare ſtones; the ſuperſtructure is brick; the 
centre is a kind of mortar, covered with flag- 
ftones. A parapet of no ordinary ſtrength runs 
on each ſide of an embattled wall. bg 
If we 3 immenſe fabric croſſes 
the. 
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the wideſt rivers, on arches of proportionate ſize, . , 
or in the ſame form conneQs mountains together, 

| occaſionally aſcending the higheſt hills, or de- 
ſcending into the deepeſt vales, the moſt ative ' - 
powers of imagination will be required to realize 2 
this effort- of man! In every ſituation; however, 


the paſſage along it is eaſy and uninterrupted; 
and it ſerves as a military way from one extre- 


mity of the kingdom to the other. At proper in- 

tervals there are ſtrong towers placed, from 
whence ſignals are repeated, and any alarm may 
be communicated to the moſt diſtant parts of ed 
empire with the expedition of the telegraph.” 

But man and all his works are doomed to 4. 

cay. Time has already fixed on this celebrated 
monument of labour; and as it is now-no longer 
neceſſary for ſecurity or defence, ſince the na- 

tions on both ſides acknowledge one ſovereign, it 
is more than probable, that future travellers, in 
ſome remote age for it will exiſt for ages ſtill | 
may deſcribe its ruins, and pauſe while they con- 
template the inſtability of ſublunary 6 eral 
Indeed, in ſome places fragments have alreadỹx 
tumbled down, and others menace the res _ 
once defended. | 2 | Yo 
From the beſt aceounts we could molds; this 
wall has been but full two thouſand years; 


nor 


1 : 
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nor can its traces be removed but with the con- 
ſummation of all things. | : 

The country on the other ſide 1 a new 
2 appearance; ; even the climate was changed. In- 

ſtead of cultivated champain, the abodes of wealth, 
and the buſtle of commerce, we now encountered 
barren waſtes, where art has not yet diſplayed her 
magic powers. However, the lover of nature 
would prefer this ſcene. . The grand, the ſub- 
lime, in all their pickureſque * we 2. 
nr Spe cf; 8 5 

About ſeven miles f_ the 688 * we came 
to mountain, which exhibited an additional proof 
of the indefatigable labours of the Chineſe in 
works of public utility. A road, thirty feet wide, 
is cut through the ſolid rock; and to leſſen the de- 
clivity, it is ſunk no leſs than an hundred feet 
from the ſummit of the mountain. Vet ſtill the 
aſcent has a tremendous appearance; and without 
this vaſt labour, it could not have been ſurmounted 
dy man. 

At a moderate Ae the 8 of t this 
Pony mountain, ſtands the palace of Chaung- 
Shanuve. It conſiſts, like the reſt, of a number 
of courts, ſurrounded by a high wall, In the 
palaces, at leaſt in this country, pictureſque 


e is either unknown or diſregarded... No 
* diſtant 


diſtant "nd glad the eye: Nature, though 
frequently enchanting, is excluded from the ſight. 


Here a conſiderable number of the Emperor's: 
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ladies are lodged, guarded by eunuchs. Our 


apartments of courſe were diſtint; but we Taw 
ſeveral of them peeping over the partition that ſe- 


parated their apartments from ours. A few truſty | 


mandarins have the ſyperintendence of this ſe- 
raglio. Extenſive gardens environ the ſpot. - 
From Chaung-Shanuve'the road takes the cha- 
rater of the country, which was every where 
broken and mountainous. Yet ſterile as it now 


appeared, this evidently did not proceed from any 


want of activity from the natives. Every ſpot 
capable of cultivation was covered with corn; 
and in one place we ſaw ſeveral patches of tillage 
where the declivity ſeemed to be wholly inacceſ- 


| : ſible. This excited our admiration; but judge 


our ſurprize when we obſerved a peaſant labour- 
ing on one of them, where we at firſt could not 


| conceive how he was capable of ſtanding. This 
poor man, whoſe hut was erected at the bottom of 
the precipice, let himſelf down from its top by a 


cord tied round his middle. Depending on the 
ſtrength of this he laboured for his daily fare, 
amid continual danger ; a proof at once of Chineſe 
induſtry and reſolution. | . 


The wiſe policy of the Chineſe government 1 


H | + > 


* 
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| 4 in nothing more perceptible than 8 


the greateſt part of the taxes neceſſarily impaſed 


in the produce of the country. This ſerves as a 


pur to the exertions of both body and mind. The 
tandlord alſo is paid his rent in the produce of his 
farms; and the farmer again pays his labourers 


by an allotment of fmall portions of Jand, from | 5 


-whence induſtry, with a little occafional encou- 
ragement, may derive a comfortable ſubſiſtence. 
The only real wealth of nations, is agriculture, 
which ĩs here perfectly underſtood. A regular chain 
ꝝ eſtabliſnhed between all ranks for its encourage- 
ment; and the artificial and unnatural medium of 
money, the ſource of wretchedneſs and of crimes, 
is only employed as the cement, not as the mate 
rials, of the building. 
Before noon we arrived at the pals of Calla- 
Amen g where we ſpent the remainder of the 
day. This palace ſtands between two lofty hills; 
It appears of more modern erection; but in ſtile 
and form reſembles'thoſe we had already paſſed. 


Being now near the termination of our journey, 


| the Ambaſſador gave orders to practiſe the pro- 


ceſſion and ceremonies with which we were to 


appear before the imperial court. His Excel- 
lency was pleaſed to approve of the rehearfal;. 
during the performance of which the band played 
the favourite march, known by the appellation 

| of 
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of the Duke of York's: perhaps its notes may 7 
never again echo Wraugh the courts of a Chineſs 
has. 


e 


driiue at le- Rg Palins! the e 5 
- tuho ſends Preſents to the Ambaſſador — Audience 
rea of th n e 5 


\N the next morning, ww he 70 of Sep- 
LJ tember, we continued our route over a hilly 
| an where the air was piercingly cold. We 
= ſeveral well-peopled villages; bat neither 
the country nor the people were the face as on 
che ather ſide of the Chineſe, wall. 

. Early in the afternoon we reached the palace of 
| Callachotreſhangſu, in extent and form equal to 
any we had lately ſeen; but we found it tenanted 
only by ſquirrels which bounded round the courts 
and haunted the apartments. $64) | 

Next morning we arrived at one of the Em- 
peror's pagodas, where we found an abundant 
ſupply of proviſions. Here we made a ſhort my | 


to e our dreſs and equipage. | 
RS : Next- 


« 


* 


* 
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Next we came to the village of . ; 
within a mile of Jehol, the imperial reſidence. 
Here we were-marſhalled, and proceeded amid an 
\ immenſe concourſe of ſpeRators, with all the pa- 
ade that circumſtances would allow. The ſol- 
1 diers of the royal artillery led the way—the light- 
© | horſe and infantry ſucceeded—Ambaſſador's ſer- 
vants two and two couriers mechanics two and 
two —muſicians two and two the gentlemen of 
the ſuite two and two Sir George Staunton, in a 
palanquin— the Ambaſſador and Mr. Staunton 
cloſed the cavalcade in the poſt-chaiſe, behind 
which ſtood a black boy in a turban. _ 
The military made a moſt reſpectable Hs 
| Ad and the gentlemen of the ſuite, it may be reaſon- 
1 ably ſuppoſed, were not forgetful of their dignity, 
F and ſtrove to ſupport it by every external diſplay ; 
„ but the generality were a motley groupe, without 
even the advantage of a tolerable uniformity - in 
dreſs of appearance. The whole certainly could 
not convey any extraordinary ideas of the ſplendor 
or power of the country from which we came. 
The Chineſe might poſſibly be amuſed with the 
novelty of the ſcene, but they could not be im- 
Preſſed with its grandeur. | 
| - Proceeding with a flow pace, in this ſtate we 
reached Jehol about ten in the morning, and 


drew up before the rr provided for the recep- 8 
1 9 | | tion 


ws 
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tion — The Briüq military formed 
a line for the Ambaſſador as he paſſed; but not a 
mandarin was in waiting to receive him ;. and we 
| took poſſeſſion of the . W welcome 
of an addreſss. 

It at indeed gien un durch Grand Choulis, 8 
or Miniſter of State, would meet the Ambaſſador, 
and eſcort him into Jehol; and after our arrival, 
ve were kept for ſome hours in anxious expecta- 
tion of receiving this honour; but at laſt dinner 
being ſerved up, put am end to e n 
kim for the dax. 

The palace we now inhabited i is ha on 45 
declivity of a hill. We entered it by a wooden 
gateway, which conducts to a large court. Each 
ide of this court has a long gallery, ſupported by 
wooden pillars, and roofed with black gloſſy tiles. 
That on the left was converted into a kitchen, the 
other ſerved for the ſoldiers to exerciſe in- At 
the upper end was another gallery. of more ele- 
gance, from which a door opens into a farther 
court, the principal apartments of which were ap- 
propriated for the uſe of the Ambaſſador and Sir 
- George Staunton, the reſt for the military gentle- 
men attached to them: a third court was occupied ' 
by the gentlemen of the ſuite, the muſicians, fer- 


"OY mechanics. The whole fabric is ſur- 
B19 RS = rounded | 
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rounded by a high wall; but owing to the decli-" 
vity of the ſituation, „ the 1 view was not wholly | 
confined. ; EE 

Such was our © ſituation at Jehol; we | had plenty 
within our walls, but no one had liberty of egreſs. 
The ſecond day after our arrival, the Ambaſſa- 
dor received a viſit frofa a mandarin, with a nu- 
merous retinue. He. remained nearly an hour in 
conference with his Excellency and Sir George 
Staunton. During his ſtay, his attendants amuſed 
themſelves in examining the dreſs of the Engliſh 
ſervants; and on rubbing the lace on their cloaths 
with ohms, to aſcertain its quality, ſmiled when 
they found it leſs valuable than brilliant. 

What paſſed at this conference could not be ge- 
nerally known; but a ſpirit af- conjecture was 
conjured up among the attendants on the embaſſy, . 
and the preſages they ER were Dy no means 
favourable. 

Inſtead of that profuſion which had 3 | 
 exowned our board, the lower claſſes in the em 
baſſy found ſcascely enough at dinner this day to 
fatisfy one half of them. They had, however, 
been previouſſy inſtructed, though for what reaſon 
we knew not, that if their proviſions ſhould be de- 
fective i in quantity or in quality, they were to in- 
timate the nee to his Excellency alone, and 
. 2 8 


* 
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lex them untouched. An Englifiroan' cannot 
eaſily be reconciled to confinement, and much leſs 
to famine. We could perceive ſomething too of 


a meditated diſreſpect, and of courſe felt ſome 


| larm. According to our inſtructions the meat 


was left untouched; but his Excellency having 


remonſtrated to the mandarin by means of his in- 
terpreter, in a few minutes every table was ſerved 


with hot diſhes, in the uſual variety and profuſion. 


Why this entertainment, which muſt have been 


nearly ready, was thus witheld, and ſo ſpeedily 


produced, ſerved as an enigma to exerciſe our in- 
- genuity, but which we could never ſolve. In- 
deed no other ideas could poſſibly be entertained 
of it, than that of an effort of Chineſe ingenuity 


to try. the temper of Engliſhmen, which but for 


the prudent ſteps taken by the Ambaſſador, might 
have been productive of much miſchief to ag un- 
_ dertaking. _ | 

Next day, the preſents brought Frags Pekin were 
unpacked; they conſiſted of a great number of 
pieces of coarſe. cloth, principally black and blue, 
two teleſcopes, two air-guns, two richly mounted 
fowling-pieces, two pair of ſaddle piſtols, two 
boxes of Iriſh tabbinets, two large boxes of Bri- 
tiſh carpeting, and two moſt elegant ſaddles with 


furniture complete. Centinels were placed to 
6 — guard 
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guad theſe ſpecimens of Britiſn art and . 5 
facture, till the imperial pleaſure reſpecting them 
ſhould be known, which was afterwards notified 
by the attendant mandarin, with as ninch civility 
as could be e en the TRE gran 
ef his oftce.,'” 2 Kiel | 
A mandarin of PURI 3 5 on FA 1 | 
of September, came to acquaint the A 
ſador, that his Imperial Majeſty would 81 
him an audience an the 14th. - This intelligetife | 
ee and wy CO the whole em- 
baffy. 1 
Orders were ; ied that 5 ſuite ſhould * lr 
on he morning of the day appointed, to accompany 
his Excellency to the imperial palace. The at- 


tendants were; to appear in Meir beſt liveries; ank 


the ſoldjers and ſervants, after having eſcorted the 
quarters; his Excellency informing them, that he 
had reaſon to hope the' reſtrictions impoſed on 
chem, Which were fo irkſome to all, would in a 
ew days be removed, by his endeavours. 

His Excellency was ſplendidly dreſt, in mul- 
berry velvet, with his diamond ſtar and ribband, 
and over the whole he wore the full habit of che 


order of the Bath. Sir George Staunton was in a 


full court dreſs, cler which he Wore. the gown 
| and 
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4 Bond of a doftor of , with the academical 41 5 


cap. a 
Fro rom, Wu h of the morning, a REN Dh 


able cp aroſe in the intended order of the 
cavalcade; but as parade is uſeleſs when no one 


can ſee it, the failure was of little conſequence. 


As early as five in the morning, the Ambaſſa- 


dor alighted from his palanquin, amid an im- 

menſe number of the populace. Sip ic 

Mr. Staunton ſupported his train. 
In our return, being now E we had 


a view of the city. It is large and populous but 


very irregularly built. The houſes are low, and 


chiefly of wood. Except in the quarter contigy- 


ous to the . A news of the ſtreets are 


ps 


| paved. Size of 461 ko low 
The ne ſupport of. this place ſeems to be 


; devjved from the Emperor's partiality for it. No 
river connects it with remote ſituations: the ſplen- 
did expence of a court, however, renders it rich 
and buſy. The ſurrounding. country, though not 
comparable to China, is in the beſt ſtate or SOT 
tary cultivation. 1 5 el. 

His Excellency's viſit being 1 a matter 


of form and preſentation, did not engage him 


long. He returned before noon. The Emperor, 


it is ſaid, received the credentials with all the dig- 


= nity 
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nity. of form. He appeared to be vaſtly. Beek 


with the manners and abilities of Mr. TO 
| beautiful fan, and ſome PX ET? oe WT, 
Soon after the Ambaſſador's return, a e 
of valuable preſents were received from court, 
ceonſiſting of velvets, ſilks, and purſes, and ſome 
of che fineſt tea of the country, made up into ſolid 
cables of about five pounds each. Except ſuch 
as were addreſſed for their Britannic Majeſiies, 
_ theſe preſents were * divided: wg 
| the! gentlemen of the ſuite. '| 1. 9019 2 
Next morning, the Ambaſſador, 1 as 
by his ſuite, paid a ſecond viſit ta the Emperor, 


ia order, ns we underftood, to attempt to open the 


wiſhed for negociation. On this occaſion he 
_ Ropped: ſeveral hours. The interpreter” gave iS 
very favourable report of the aſpect of the nego- 
Ciation, as far as it had advanced; and our hopes 
for its ſucceſs ſeemed to derive ſome confirmation 
from a ſecond cargo of preſents, conſiſting of 
_ ſilks as before, Chineſe lanips, and valuable porce- 
lain; to theſe were added a number of calibafſh 
bones of the moſt exquilite fabric. A diſtribution 
was made as before; and. mirth and feſtivity, 
axiſing from ſanguine N of 2 05 crowned 
85 * of the day. 


en 
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8 mandirins viſited the Ambaſſador -on - 
the roth of September, and invited him and the = 
whole embaſſy io attend the anniverſary of the 

Emperor's birth-dayat court, on the morrow. ' 
Accordingly, his Excellency ſet out very ealy 
in the morning, and the whole cavalcade reached Wa 
the imperial palace ubout four o'clock. This pa- 
lace commands an elevated ſituation and extenſive 
views: it contains a numerous range of courts, 
none of which, however, appear very magnificent, 
though ſome of them are highly decorated with 
painting and gilding. The ' gardens furround it 
for ſeveral miles; theſe are bounded by a wall 
thirty feet high. In the front of the palace i is a 
fine lawn, with a lake in the centre. 

When the Emperor approached, the mandarins 
in waiting proſtrated themſelves, or it would have 
been impoſlible to have diſtinguiſhed his palanquin 
from one of theirs. No external pomp or badge 
of dignity, marked his dreſs or equipage. It is a 
favourite maxim of his government to check ſu- 
perfluous expence, and to encourage frugality and  _ 
induſtry” in every department of his government. 
AQuated by the ſame wiſe and patriotie princi- 

ple, he has forbid any public rejoicings on his 
birth-day, i in this leſs flouriſhing part of his em- 

pire; but ſuch unfeigned homage is paid to his 

CO and amiable character, that except in his 

immediate 


— 
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immediate preſence; and under his perſonal view, 
all ranks and deſcriptions of men, throughout his 
| extenſive dominions, give a looſe to joy on this 
auſpi picious day. He had now completed the 85th 


year of his age, and the 57th of his reign. . In the 
palanquin we could only obſerve his countenance, 


which was animated, and little expreſſive of his 


advanced years; his eyes were dark and piercing; 


and his whole air bore the impreſſion of the con- 


ſcious dignity of virtue rather chan of rank and 


r 4 


Our return was followed Fran a e eg of Abe 
ſame. kind of preſents, varied in pattern and eo- 
lour. A profuſion of fruits and confectionary 


accompanied thoſe expreſſions of imperial muni- 


ficence. In the confectionary art, the Chineſe 
ſeem capable of giving a leſſon to the moſt emi- 
nent in that line among the Europeans. 
Next day, the Ambaſſador went in a more pri- 


vate manner to have an audience of leave, as the 
court was ſoon to return to Pekin. At the ſame 


time, he tranſacted certain official buſineſs, the 
reſult of which was generally ſpoken of n the 


ſuite in the following terms: _ ? 


That the Emperor declined ateting into any 
written treaty with Great Britain „or indeed with 
any nation, as being contrary to ancient uſage; 
at the ſame time he expreſſed the higheſt reſpect 
© | 2 — 008 
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for the Britin nation and the King; and was 
7; Rrongly diſpoſed to give them a preference in all 
commercial concerns; but that he would not ſacri- 
ice the intereſts of his on people to any foreign 
connections, and would only continue his avowed 
partiality for the Engliſh, while ke found they 
conducted themſelves in their commercial inter- 
courſe in ſuch a manner as to deſerve it. | 
Io evince his high perfonal: regard for the 
King of Great Britain, he delivered to the Ambaſ- 
ſador with his own hand, a box of great value, 
| containing the miniatures of all the preceding em- 
perors, with a ſhort character of each in verſe, - 
written by themſelves; e e with the 
, A addreſs; + 092! - 
Deliver this caſket to the King your i 
al tell him from me, that ſmall as the preſent 
may appear, it is che moſt valuable I have to be- 
ſtow, or my empire can furniſh. It has been 
tranſmitted t to me through a long line of anceſ- 
tors; and I had reſerved it as the laſt token of af. 
fection I had to bequeath to my ſon and heir, as a 
tablet of the virtues of his progenitors, which 1 
. ſhould hope he had only to pernſe t to be induced to 
_ imitate; and to make it, as they had done, the 
grand object of his life to exalt the imperial ho- 
nour, and advance the happinefs of his people.? 
After dinner, the Ambaſſador returned with his 
whole if uite nee to ſee a play pains 
WET EM : in 
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an the imperial palace, on a te fy - ſtage. 
The dramatic entertainments confiſted of mock; 
' battles, vaulting, / tumbling, rope-dancing,. and 
other gymnaſtic amuſements, which would have 


done no diſcredit to any performers. A variety 


of deceptions concluded the theatrical fete. One 
of which was the exhibition of a large bowl, in 
every poſſible poſition; which , was immediately. 
placed on the ſtage, .bottom-upwards and on being 
lifted up again, diſcovered a large rabbit, which 
eſcaped from the performer by taking refuge 
among the audience. The ſpectators in general, 
including many of our on people, were totally 
at a loſs to account for this deception; but to 
many of us it Was no novelty, having frequently 


| Teen the ſame trick exhibited by the jugglers-of 


our own country. Other ſimilar tricks, very 


_ dexterouſly performed, amuſed ns by their -novelty 


and apparent difficulty. The theatre. made a 
ſplendid appearance, being . with, mm 
ſons of diſtinction. . 

Next day, pipes and 8 ſufficient to . 
Ply every individual belonging to the embaſſy, 
were received; and ſeveral mandarins came to 
pay their reſpects to the Ambaſſador. In theſe 
viſits we obſerved. how little regard is paid to ex- 


ternal appearance in China, The mandarins 


never varicd their habits; and even the court- 


dtreſſes here differ Bhs little from the ordinary - 


habiliments. 
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Habiliments. It may be ſaid to conſiſt of a looſe 
tobe, falling half way down the leg, and drawn. 
wund the neck with ribbands. Over the breaſt is 
- piece of embroidery, about five inches ſquare, 
finiſhed in gold, or ſilk of various colours, with an 
exact counterpart on the back; which badges de- 
note the rank of the wearer. The ſaſh, which at 
'other times is uſually worn round the War, is dif- 

penſed with at court. | 
On our eg the coaſt of China, Lord 
Macartney had communicated the general orders 
by which the conduct of the embaſſy was to be 
regulated: theſe ſeemed to be dictated by good 
ſenſe, and a regard to the ſucceſsful proſecution | 
of the grand objects in view. His Lordſhip's 
obſervations and injunctions, however, delivered 
at the ſame time, did not ſeem to accord with the 
ſpirit of liberty and perſonal ſecurity, which ac- 
companies an Engliſhman wherever he is placed; 
andi it is to be feared they gave no very favourable 
idea of the Britiſh character to thoſe on whom it 
was wiſhed to impreſs the higheſt. Hitherto they 
had not been attempted to be carried- into 'execu- 
tion; and it was generally believed, that a per- 
ſon of ſome rank in the embaſſy never approved 
of their tenor; but now it was intimated, that all 
the ſervants of the Ambaſſador were to conſider 
anne as under martial law, and that they 
12 * would 


— 
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would be puniſhed according to its 8 in 
any caſe of diſobedience or neglect. It is true 
that the experiment was never made in regard to 
me civil ſervants of the embaſſy; but the alarm 


| _ which this formation gave was een felt and 
3 | r reſented. I: 
BB Among the ent given out, was an 3 


= |. - injunction, forbidding any traffic with the natives. 

F This we believe was punctually obſerved, as far 
as gain was concerned; but a private in the in- 
fantry, compoſing part of the Ambaſſador's guard, 
having been reported to have procured. a: ſmall - 
= quantity of ſamtchoo by the Aſſiſtance of a Chi- 
” nee ſoldier, he was immediately confinedz, and 
= being brought to a court- martial, of which a cor- 
| poral was preſident, he was ſentenced to. receive 


== ſixty laſhes... 

bi This ſentence doing hee by He ot 
4 E ing officer,. the Britiſh ſoldiers were drawn, up in 
'' form, in the outer court of the palace where we 
N | | reſided; and the poor culprit. being faſtened to one 
2x of the pillars of the great portico, ed hi 
if 1 puniſhment. without mitigation. VU 

N The abhorrence excited in the breaſts of the 


Chineſe, at this cruel conduct, as it appeared to 
them, was demonſtrably proved by their words 

and looks. They expreſſed their aſtoniſhment, 
=: that a er profeſſing the mildeſt, the moſt be- 
1 2 I nevalent 


"EMBASSY TO CHINA, _ : 


beet religion on earth, as they wiſhed to have 
it believed, could be guilty of ſuch flagrant inat- 
tention to its merciful dictates. One of the prin- 
| Cipal mandarins, who knew a little Engliſh, ex- 
preſſed the general ſentiment, Fan en too 
much cruel, too much bad.“ 
5 But it ſeems the commander of bs Lion went 
a ſtep farther towards alienating the affeions of © 
the Chineſe from our countrymen. - When that 
ſhip lay at Chuſan, a native brought a bottle of 
| ſamtchoo on board, intending to exchange it for 
| ſome European article. His deſign being diſco- 
vered, the Captain ordered him to be ſeized and 
puniſhed with twelve laſhes, in the preſence of 
numbers of his countrymen ; though a complaint 
preferred to a mandarin would have obtained the 
ſatisfaction neceſſary, and ſaved the e of 
* arbitrary; and cruel conduct. , 0 
The mild manners of the Chineſe indeed novel 
at the public exhibition of puniſhments: they are 
at a loſs to reconcile European behaviour with 
European profeſſions, I Our faith and practice, in 
almoſt every inſtance, appears to them to be op: 
polite; and theſe.circumitances we have had the 
pain to record, as well as ſeveral others which oc- 
caſionally happened, inſtead of removing unfas | 
vourable prejudices, ſeemed to legitimate and 
ſanction their continuancde. 
| EL. CHAP. 
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3 char. XII. 

4 Return t Peli n—A rrival of the E. 2 — The 

Y | Ambaſſador preſerited to him—Receives P reſents 

g in return far thoſe of Britiſh Manufacture Or. 

3 2 ders to Prepare for our fon, ot) eons > 

B TAVING 1 bon REN that chi 

ll - embaſſy was to proceed to Pekin, where 
1 : xs final iſſue was to be arranged, we ſet out from 

4 Jehol on the morning of the 21ſt of September, 
1 after a ſtate impriſonment of fourteen days; for 

{ | the liberty wWe had been enen to. ex . 
'Þ was never granted. Te. 


In this place, however, it may 4 proper to + 
8 give ſome account of to extraordinary rocks in 
tee vicinity. of Jehol. One is an immenſe pillar 


. of ſtone, about an hundred feet high, ſmall at the 
| - baſe, and gradually ſpreading towards the top, 


- from ſeveral parts of which ſue ſtreams of the 
5 pureſt water. This lofty object is fituated on the 
8 | pinnacle of a mountain, which adds to its ſublime- , 
effect. The upper part of this rock is rather flat, 
and appears to be cloathed with verdure and 
ſhrubs; but it is totally inacceſſible. Some con- 
5 rulſion_ of nature muſt certainly. have placed it 
Lg N 12 here; 
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here; and it is impoffbie to view it from the 
valley below without the: ſtrongeſt emotions of 
wonder and fear. The Chineſe give it the name 
of Panſuiaſhaung; and juſtly eſteem it as one of 
hy firſt natural curioſities of their country. 
The other is rather a cluſter of rocks, whoſe 
8 height is nearly two hundred feet: theſe 
ſtand likewiſe on the ſummit of a mountain 3 and ; 
from one point of view, appear one ſolid maſs. - 
Perhaps the world does not menen two Gu 
Nn of the kind. - 1 
Soon after we left Jebel, v. we e paste this FO 
peror's pagoda, where we ſaw the tributary King 
of Cochin China's Ambaſſador and: ſuite, advanc- 
ing with the annual acknowledgment. - 
We ſlept at the imperial palace of Callachot- 
tueng, mentioned before, where we loſt an artil- 
lery- man, of the bloody-flux; of which alarming 
'malady ſeveral others among the military were ill. 
The attendant mandarin expreſſed great appre- 
henſion, leſt the Emperor ſhould hear of this cir- 
cumſtance, and an alarm of eee . 
de given him. 333 
Next morning we received Walensee Hob 
the Emperor had left Jehol,: and that it would be 
neceſſary to advance two ſtages this day in order 
that the palaces might be at liberty to accommo- 


_ his majeſty 8 attendants. | 
A 5 5 N Purſuing 
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- Purſuing the ſame route as we had done before, 
and retracing the ſame objects, our journey to 
Pekin was barren of incidents or novelty., We ; 
arrived there on the afternoon of the 26th, and 
took up our reſidence in the palace which had 
been appropriated for our uſe before we ſet out 
for Jehol. The arrangements which had been 
made, during the Ambaſſador's abſence, - ſeemed 
to meet his entire approbation; and as our ſtay 
Here, at this.period, was likely to be of ſome con- 
tinuance, every preparation and proviſion was 


made for the domeſtic comfort of the eſtabliſn- 
ment, and the ſplendor of the embaſſy. _ * 


The ſlate canopy was erected in the principal 


room of the Ambaſſador's apartments. It was 


made of flowered crimſon ſilk, and fringed with 


gold. The back diſplayed the arms of Great 


Britain. Under its cover five chairs of ſtate were 
placed; the centre one being elevated above the 
reſt for the Ambaſſador. At the other end of the 
apartment were hung whole length portraits of 
their Britannic Majeſties. The whole formed an 
appearance for an audience-chamber, equal to the 
conſequence of the country repreſented. 
The arrival of the Emperor was announced by 
a grand diſcharge of artillery on the 28th. 
Next day his Excellency was viſited by feveral 
mandarins; ; and ſome 8 of Britiſh manu- 
* 


- 
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fiQture were ou in a ſine of deing-proſented/ f to 
the Emperor. „ 9. Fat PET | 
Sickneſs, at this time, phe ſo much among 
the ſoldiers, attached to the embaſſy, that it was 
found expedient to eſtabliſh an hoſpital in ſome 
vacant buildings within the precincts of the palace 
in which we en fun their been 5 1 more : 
ſpeedy: recovery. PR | 
On the iſt of Odober, a nsdiein een 
in the name of the Emperor, that the ordnance 
preſents might be ſent to the palace of Veumen- 
manyeumen, where the Chineſe themſelves were 
to prove and examine them. The chartots and 
other preſenta were _ eren to the ame 
0 © "FAT t r n 
The tende . the . Ambaſſador ed 4 
-Formil invitation to wait on the Emperor on the 
morrow. His Excellency went in a private man- 

i ner, and tranſacted buſinefs with the officers of 
ſtate. The conference laſted for two hours; and 
there were no apparent reaſons for ſuppoſing that 
the objects of the miſſion. were not in a 5 
five: ſtate of ſucceſs. -- | | 

The imperial palace in Pekin ands in ay 

E middle of the city, and is ſurrounded by a very 
high wall. It is faid to oecupy a circumference 
of about ſeven miles, containing gardens both for 

Pleaſure and utility, repleniſhed with all that is 
„ | * | rare 
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rare in art or nature. Our view of the whole 


was very confined: and from actual obſervation 


we can ſay nothing of the internal ſplendor of the 
palace, or the beauty of its appendages. We 


muſt, however, confeſs, that this royal reſidence 


had ſomething of an impoſing appearance, com- 


pared with the ſurroundings objects; but there is 


great reaſon to doubt whether it deſerves the ex- 


traordinary character and deſeription it has re- 
ceived in ſeverab accounts of China. The en- 


trance into the palace is by a ſtrong ſtone archeſl 
way. The range of buildings fronting it is three 


+ Noxies high, and much embelliſhed with galleries, 


gilding, and painting. The roof is covered with 
ſhining tiles, of a- yellow colour ; the walls are 


variouſly painted and decorated: A large body of 7 


ſoldiers guard the gate; and ſeveral mandarins of 
the firſt claſs are in conſtant waiting. 
The Ambaſſador now- ſettled the order and dit. 
8 of the tables for the different departments 
of the houſhold; and every thing ſeemed to indi- 
cate a reſidence of ſome permanency at Pekin. 
More preſents were unpacked, conſiſting of 
plated goods, hard-ware, , and cutlery; and the 
whole was equally divided between the e 
and the Grand Choulaa. 
On the 5th, the Emperor viſited the palace of 
Yeunen-manjeumen to inſpect the preſents 
which 
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Which e and was pleaſed to or- 
der ſeveral ingots of ſilver to be diſtributed to every 
perſon attending. The Engliſh artificers, who: 

were the ymmediate objects of his generoſity, and 
had a complete view of him, deſcribed his Ma- 
jeſty as being about ſive feet ten inches high; of a 
ſlender form, but well proportioned; and that his 
countenarice preſented a regularity of features, 
free from the decrepitude of age. His deport- 
ment was attractively affable; and the dignity of 


the prince was only diſplayed in the ſuperior man- 


ners of the man. He was habited in a robe f 
yellow: filk, andba cap of black velvet, ſurmounted 
withiwred Hall and adorned with a peacock's fea- 


den, Wo wide ee embroidered with gold, 


and a blue filk. ſaſh. 5 

The opinion his Majeſty Sin of the ee f 
could only be collected from their being generally 
received. Two camera obfeuras were, however, 
returned, as being ſuited only to the amuſement 
of children. Our interpreter, explained to the 
mandarins the nature and uſe of a iced of 
articles. 

- Preſents were this e b fans the —_ 


peror for their. Britangic Majeſties. The Am- 


baſſador and fuite had likewiſe their proportion. 
At noon on the 16th, the Ambaſſador again 
went to viſit the Emperor; but on his arrival at 
| court 
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"bg court he fainted away, and deing-conveyed home, 
continued indiſpoſed during the day. In the 


meanwhile, Sir George Staunton and Colonel 


Benſon diſtributed to each of the. ſoldiers and fer- 
vants, ſome pieces of ſilk, others of dongaree, (a 


kind of nankeen) and a junk of ſilver, of conſider- 
able weight, as a eme nnn en N- 


jeſty. Ü§·˙ OTE DD. 2 

The optical, e e and is in- 
ſtruments being removed from the e of Yeu- 
men- manyeumen, the gentlemen and hat 
were diſmiſſed from their-attehdance-there. On: 


aà trial of the powers of ſome of the articles, be- 


fore the mandarins, they failed in the effects 


| aſcribed: to them, and others excited little ſurprize 


or admi iration in the Chineſe literati, „ who viewed: 
tem. IC} 14 9 ; "3, Ani 11 915 9 
A report begkm as clients; | chat ahi SA ſoon 
to quit Pekin. It occaſioned a conſiderable ſſiare 
of ſpeculation, though it obtained leſs credit * 
afterwards appeared to be du. 
This report, which at firſt; met with. eg a 
Foes belief in general, was confirmed by an order 


from the Ambaſſador, to prepare for our departure 


on. Wedneſday. / Our ſurprize and concern may 
eaſily be conceived. After a variety of fatigues, 
we conſoled ourſelres that we ſhould now have 


enj _—_ ſome repoſe ;' but all W conſidera- 


z: | | tions 
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tions were abſorbed in public affairs, in which the 
humbleſt individual felt an intereſt. The grand 
objects of the embaſſy were evidently unaccom- 
pliſhed; and in our attachment to the good of our 
country, eee ee we Wen dn 
ether care. 
To gain a hide reſpite, ul the e was 
1 up and arranged, ſeemed a reaſonable de- 
mand. The attendant mandarin made the requi- 
ſition: an order arrived from the Grand Choulaa 
to ſuſpend our departure till Friday: but judge 
our aſtoniſhment, hen this was countermanded 
by the Emperor himſelf, and we were expreſsly 
ordered to depart on the day firſt intimate. 
It ãs not to be ſuppoſed that our ſituation could 
enable us to judge of the reaſons on which this 
unexpected mandate was founded. It was re- 
85 ported by the Chineſe, that as the buſineſs on the 
part of the Emperor was already compleated, he 
was furprized the Engliſn Ambaſſador was not 
anxious to return to his own country. e e 
laid, that his Majeſty was alarmed at the number 
of our ſick, leſt any contagion ſhould be commu- 
nicated to his ſubjects. Nor were there perſons 
wanting who aſcribed his determination to an 
averſion. contracted againſt us, from the ſkill and 
ingenuity we evinced in thoſe engines of deſtruc- 
| a the braſs mortars, which were tried in his 
1 K , + preſence. 
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try failed to relieve the gloom of diſappointment ; 
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preſence. It was ſaid he deprecated the ſpirit 


à people, Who, contrary to the vital eee 


ciples of their religion, had made ſuch a profi- 
ciency in arts which ſremed to contradict them all. 


Jo ſpeculate on the policy that actuated the 


court of Pekin on this occaſion, would be vain. 
We ſhall neither preſume to aſcribe it to any miſ- 
conduct or miſmanagement; but the manner in 


; which the embaſſy was diſmiſſed was "certainly 
5 r and mortifying in the extreme. ' 


In this ſtate of affairs, Lord Macartney ſent the 
_ carriage of ceremony, as a preſent to the Grand 
- Choulaa, which was refuſed ; and after we * 
bs Pekin we found it returned on our way. 

The confuſion ariſing from this ſudden and un- 
ape ed event, rendered it impoſſible to arrange 
the baggage with any order. We huddled it to- 
gether in the beſt manner that cir2umſtances 
would permit. Some articles, which could not be 
packed up, or were now uſeleſs, were given to 
the mandarins; the natives took care to purloin a 
ſhare, and Lord Macartney 8 ſervants had the ca- 
nopy of ſtate. 

We ſet out on the road that leads 10 8 
tohew at a very early hour on the morning of the 
9th, and reached that town in the evening. Even 
the thoughts of being on the return-to our coun- 
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and to encreaſe our unpleafant ſenſations, we met 
withen neglect and humble accommodations, com- 
pared to what we had experienced before. We 
were lodged here in apes r ne: 7 7 w 
ſtraw ming”. TTY 

Next morning, bis proce to the ſide of the 


| tiver, we found the junks intended for our recep- 8 


tion. The baggage was put on board with alk 
poſſible expedition, but not witfiout a degree of 
confuſion beyond what we had yet known. The 


Ambaſſador and his ſuite oecupied ſeven junks; 
the attendant mandarin and his party followed i £270 
feparate veſſels. Soon after the embarkation Was 
5 dinner was ferved up; and at an early 


hour we retired to reſt; after a moſt fatiguing day. 


Nothing occurred for ſome days: we ſtill at- 
tracted the notice: of the natives; but received. 
much leſs of the ceremonious attentions of dune 


former voyage.  * _ - 
On the 16th we left the channel of the river, 


and entered a canal of infinite labour and expence. 


'Fhe ſides are maſonry throughout its extent; and! 


at certain diſtances locks, in the form of a creſs 
cent, are erected, which confining the water to ry 
marrow paſſage in the middle of the canal, occa-- | 
Hons a moderate fall of about three feet. The- 


motion of the junks is accelerated in paſſing theſe 
lecks, and continues to ſome diſtance; and to pre 
; os | vent 
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vent veſſels receiving damage from ſtriking againſt 
the walls of the lock, men are always ready to let 
down large leathern pads, which effectual * break 
the ſno cx. 
In the courſe of this 4 we - paſſed a number of 
theſe locks, whoſe. conſtruRion and effeQs, we 
found invariably the ſame. 
For ſome days we ſailed through a compery- tick 
in agriculture and population. We obſerved 
plantations of the ſhrub which produces the im- 
perial and gunpowder tea. In ſize and figure it 
'  reſeinbles. the goolſberry-buſh. Imperial tea is 
the produce of the firſt bloſſoms ; gunpowder tea 
is a collection of the ſucceſlive bloſſoms, as * | 
appear. 1 
Not W thoomeriernamiged reſpe& had Nen 
<withdrawn-from the embaſſy by the Chineſe, but 
we even found our proviſions deficient, both in 
quantity and quality. A repreſentation. to the 
mandarin procured immediate redreſs in this par- 
ticular ;- and it was farther reported, that the ſame 
benevolent charaQter had exerted himſelf with ef- 
fett to do away ſome very unfavourable impreſ- 
ions, with which a Tartar mandarin had preju- 
diced the Emperor againſt the Engliſh, by repre. 
ſeating them as diveſted of every amiable quali 
and addicted to every vice. 
On the 20th we paſſed numerous plantations off 
tobacco; 
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tobaeco a plant cultivated here in the greateſt 
variety, and to- the greateſt extent, of any country” 


in the world. Indeed ſmoaking being the uni- 


verſal practice from infancy to old age, the quan- 
tity of tobacco conſumed in: OO NOOR Wer 
al]. moderate calculation. 

Several confiderable- cities n at a Anal: 


diſtance from the canal; the garriſons from which 


advanced to the banks, to give the uſual ſalute: | 
Several corn-mills, worked by water, and appa-- 
rently on the ſame eonſtruction as in Europe, ar 
reſted our attention in our progreſs. 


A lofty pagodis; of eight ſtories, opened: to his: 


view-on- the morning of the 23z& Next day we 


ſaw-the Chineſe poſt: paſs along tite road on the-- 


margin of the canali The letters are inclofed in- 
a. large bamboo baſket; hooped- with cane; it is: 
hen locked, and the key is given into the cuſtody: 

of:one of the ſoldiers, who delivers it to-the poſts. 


maſter. "Fhe- baſket is then ſtrapped on the cou 


rier's ſhoulders, and being decorated with a num 
ber of little bells at the bottom, they make a loud 
Jingling when ſhaken by the motion of the horſe, 

and announce the approach of the poſt. Eive light-- 


Horſemen - eſcort: the courier; and as the fleete(t?, 


Horſes are ſclefted; andichanged at every ſtage, the- 
mails in. China are n with. nnn, 


expedition... 


— 


1 


| "a 
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The juaks anchored on the evening of "PTY | 
lowing day in the heart of a large city, through 
which the canal paſſes. A continual fucceſſion of 
bridges connects the banks. Theſe are guarded 
by ſoldiers, who ſuffer no vellel to paſs till a man- 
darin has inſpected it. The fleet here received a 
ſalute of three guns; and a numerous ane of ſol- 
diere lined the banks. 

We ſoon arrived at 44 2 city of 
* magnitude with the laſt; in the center of 
which we ſaw a pagoda of ten ſtories, each ſur- 
rounded by a gallery. 1 

After paſſing ſeveral Rowe cities in 10 courſe ob 
this day's voyage, we anchored for the night at 
Lee-yaungoa, which was illuminated in honour of | 
the Ambaſſador, © Public attentions indeed began 
again to be more ns 1 can jfL | 
paid. | 
| Paſſed the city of Kaunghoo' on the 26th, and 
| Grad ſuch an amazing number of junks lying 
- there as impeded our paſſage for ſome. time. The 
canal winds through this place, and its banks ſlope 
down to the water in a very beautiful form. 
| . Every ſpot in our paſſage gave teſtimony to the 

exiſtence of art, and the effects of induſtry. On 
the 29th we obſerved the peaſants ploughing. They 
worked with oxen; and though their ploughs were 


Fo 


— 
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he very clumſy. form, the labour ſeemed to be 
—_ and properly executed, 

A repetition of the meagre incidents 4 ani in 
our way would be tireſome. Towns, bridges; 
locks, and junks, fields covered with plenty, and 
people N nen were now common 
objects. 204 * 4 

"Shawna Deming waer more eee wa | 
on the ad of November we reached a city of great 
extent and trade. Several canals meet here; and 
on the .fouth ſide of it is a bay, communicating . 
with the Yellow River, in 1 the We 
of Europe might ride. 18 

The hills in the iden are hn . 8 
their ſummits are erowned with „ while 
villas and gardens adorn the lower ſopes. 

- Pafling through the bay, in which various op- 
* te currents meet, we ſoon entered a large river, 
and found ourſelves again unboſomed in a rich and 
delightful country. 

Town opened on our enchanted ſenſes as 
town; and no words can convey Ks" ee 
of the pictureſque ſcenery that ſurrounded us. 

About the hour of dinner, we arrived at a town 

_ unuſual magnitude and beauty, through which 
che river flowed for the ſpace of three miles. The 
— 
ETSY | JO 
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- blviſh coloured ſtone, Ad generally riſe 10 twor 
ſtories high. „ babe 1 W78CE - 
Here we received the aue bones * Wes 

| bas; and indeed it may in general be obs 

| ſerved, that there was neither town nor village 

through which we paſſed; that had-· not its manda- 
rin, and its proportionate number of guards and 
troops, not only im China; but · alſo im the remote 

and leſs populous regions of 'Tartary, n 
The country ſoon after aſſumed a ſwampy- ap- 

pearance; the natural conſequence of ſo many 

riuers, canals, and lakes, which interſect it, 1 

. . its eommereiab intereourſeGG. 

Phe weatlter was cold and the mornings frofty.. 

| Abe climate unqueſtionably is affected by the large | 
bodies of water which every Where abound in this 
part of the country. We now underſtoodthat it 
was the: Fellow River on which we were failing; 
probably ſo called from ſome communications 
with the Yellow Sea. We paſſed ſeveral lakes 

On the zd we ſaw a number of fiſhing-boats.em-. 

ployed in their vocations, and proenred from them 

a ſmall fiſh, about the ſize of a ſprat, hut in fla- 

our and form reſembling-the-haddock. On the 

oppoſite ſide of this lake we diſcoveredithe city ob 


Chun- ſoong. It is built of a dark-cotonred ſtone, 5 


roofed: with tiles of the lame bus. Tbis . ps 
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pears to be abet eight miles bee 8 


and from the dreſs and manners of its inhabitants, 
we could eaſily II: was: both. 2 
and polite. + Han 

Next day ve naſſed MEE N oth 
Fur after reached the town of Kiangfou, which is 
6 large and walled. A mandarin and his guards 
appeared, to give the cuſtomary ſalutes; and at 
each end of the line of troops, a temporary arch 
was erected, with a platform reaching down to 
the river, _ elegantly. adorned, Ng a land- 
Sifpoſed to figs. Ata Gimall diſtance, tents webe 


pavilion, where a collation was ready for the en- 
tertainment of his Excelleney and the mandarins 
in our fleet. But the order of the voyage pre- 
vented them from nenen this Ane 8 
tality and politeneſs. ee 8: 
Beyond this, we came to abode 1 town oo 
ſuperior beauty, where we ſtopped to receive a 
ſupply of proviſions, and to he furniſhed: with 
towers for the junks. Here we were gratified: 
with the ſight of a number of fine women, whoſe, 
complexions were uncommonly fair. 1 

In the afternoon we paſſed a town whickotaks 
not be leſs than nine miles in circuit. The walls 


are of immenſe height, and ſeem to be ancient. 
ON Several 


WE * 
* 


* 


pitched, in the centre of which was the mandarin's 75 


— 
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Several hundreds of en were moored along its 
wharfs?. 
On the Sch we adds a lakes.f peinkled * E 
variety of beautiful iſlands; the moſt conſiderable 
of them contains the palace of à mandarin, with: = 
moſt beautiful ſummer-houſes, plantations, and 
gardens; a lofty rock roſe amid wa _— * 
ſupported on his top a ſtately pagoda. 87 97 
We ſoon entered: another river, hot nd 
bores highly pictureſque, en which, and the 
adjoining heights, we ſaw a variety of villas, with 
gilt PRs * the . in the _— | 
W ä 
At the city of e we Bae 5 
to take in the cuſtomary ſupply of proviſions. 
Nature ſeems to have formed this place for the 
purpoſes of navigation; and: rural beauty n | 
| fixed her reſidence in its vicinity... WET Its. 
Falling down the river, an unexpected? mean- „ 
der brought us back again upon the city, and 
aſtoniſhed us with its extent and the variety of 
new proſpects that preſented themſelves. The: 
mandarin's palace was-a-ſplondid. object. It was 
uniforml built; the W were tun ſtories high, Fe 
and the centre three. | 
The country continued to — in 13 
beauty. The hills were verdant to their tops, and 
covered with cattle and ſheep. N In. our progreſs- 
. 5 „„ To 


4 


una To: onA. .:... "YOU 


we dbſerrediibrick-Kils. The materials, of which 
theſe valuable articles in building were compoſed 
ſeemd to be à mixture of ſand and river mud; 
the kiln was of a pyramid form, In the evening 
ſeveral pagodas, illuminated in honour of the Am- 
1 1070 a n over the K | 


= : | 
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tuo — 0 if i Capi EG 7 
the Captains of ſeveral Funks for Embezzlement-— 


aoyage on the Yellow ang Cw e 
> 5550 i br rr Ty 
HE Chineſe hou ts are not only eagle: in 

their ſtile and decorations, but even the 
towns are marked by the colour of the materials of 
which they are built. On the 6th of November 
ve entered a town of a moſt diſmal hue. It. was 
- wholly erected of black brick; and as the houſes 
were more lofty than thoſe generally ſeen in this 
country, its n. character me the Ore 
enen ws 42 
Soon after we reached "Ma a ri alt; 3 
a ſtone 


108 LORD" MACARTNEY 's 


ir. 


a ſtone building of ſingular architecture. I 
officer had er̃ected a temporary ſtage to communi- 
cate between his reſidence and the river, the roof 
of which was covered with ſilk of every dye; and 
from ita number of lamps were fancifully —— 
ed. All this was done for the ace 

and i in honour of the Ambaſſador, if he or r the at- 


tendant mandarins ſhould be diſpoſed to land. Of 
his elegant hoſpitality it was not allowed to par- 
take by the circumſtances of our voyage. 
A ſucceſſion of towns, locks, bridges, and pa- 
godas, diſtract the eye for ſome hours. In the af- 
ternoon, the banks of the river roſe with ſuch a 
dold elevation as to re e our Show 1 the 
country. * | 

In . Fa and ans Gags of 
the captains of the junks, for embezzlement of 
_ proviſions, the grand mandarin inſtituted an in- 
quiry after the fleet came to anchor this evening; 
and being convinced of the truth of tlie charge, 
ſentenced the culprits to be barmbooed, wore was 
| immediately carried into execution, 
In che courſe of next day we had a ede 
view of Chineſe agrieulture; and from the auk- 
ward implements employed, our admiration of 
the fertility of the country and the * of the 

natives was encreaſed. | 
We — another town, the baude of which 
were 


_ 


. * f 
4 2 ; i * 
3 — BS 1 
4 


At the entrunde und the extremity of this place, 
Which 0 * we failed. under RO 
2 J > e 
80 and . e river, 100 
Ao frequent was the interſection of canals, that we 
were often at a loſs to aſeertain whether we were 
ſalling on the former or the latter. This, how- 
ver, may be of little importance: the general 
outline of the country has been faithfully deli- 
ese tag ob Jeet Oe have been ; 
impoſſible.” a” 

As it Was Intebiloll-to:foreare ths heary dag | 
gage from Hoang-tchew to Chuſan, in order to 
its being *conveyed by ſea to Canton, arrange 

ments were maile for "this purpoſe. A party of 
the gentiemen of the embaliy, -and-ſervants, were 
to accompany-it; the'Ambaſſador and the remain- 
der were to proceed over land, with only the abſo- 
Jute neceſſaries ef apparel and travelling. 

On the 9th the grand mandarin viſited every 
Junk, the owners of 'which he briefly examined; 
and ten ordered them to ſuffer the punĩſfiment of 
lte bamboo. Their erime we eould never learn. 
Paſſing ſeveral plantations of tallow trees, we 
-atrived at Hoang-tehew, on the afternoon of the 
roth; when the- junks were all faſtened together, 

L | and 
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And every perſon belonging to the ſuite was for- 
bid to land. Indeed a body of Chineſe ſoldiers 
pitched their tents oppoſite to us, as if to awe us 
Into compliance. During the time we lay here, 
mo eireumſtanee happened worthy of being re- 
Corded. The mandarin of Hoang-tchew: had ac- 
companied us from Pekin, and being ſuperior to 
Van-Tadge-In, of courſe aſſumed the ſupreme. 
direction during this r of our ee Here 
| __ was to remain. | 
The heavy heater, which was to- be fant. to 
'Chufan, being ſeparated from the light articles we 
were to carry with us to Canton, Colonel Benſon, 
Captain Mackintofh, and party, ſet off to join the 
Hindoſtan at Chuſan, on the fifth day after our 
arrival; and ſame day alſo we left Hoang - tchew. 
e The Ambaſſador, accompanied by his retinue, 
proceeded, on the 14th of November, for the 
_ Green River, where we were again to embark in 
ſmaller junks. On paſſing the city gates, the 
embaſſy received the cuſtomary ſalute. Between 
the two rivers the diſtance could not be leſs than 
ſeven miles; and the whole ſpace was covered by 
the city and ſuburbs, and lined with ſoldiers, who 
ſecured us from the preflure of an innumerable 
| multitude of people. The ftreets are narrow, but 
well-paved; the houſes two and three ſtories high; 
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and the magnificence of the ſhops was beyond any 
thing we had hitherto ſeen. In commerce and 


population, Hoang-tchow is a A of the a 15 


e 0 e e Fs 34 
At noon we reached; the Groen Rivers where 5 
the Ambaſſador was received with military ho- 
nours. The troops were anned with helmets, and 
made with their Us ve bean a. ene ap 7 
pearance.. FL 
A triumphal arch, whth a 0 Xſcending . 
to the Ambaſſador's junk, had been erected for 
the occaſion. Our embarkation: was attended 
by myriads of people. Some were mounted on 
buffaloes, which animal carried ſeveral at a time 
en its back, and appeared very docilmeee.. 
Our voyage was continued between ranges of 
mountains, preſenting tlie moſt romantic ſcenerys. 
The vallies were covered with tallow and mul 
berry-trees. The former is called the. latchoo, 
and is remarkably beautiful, having ſcarlet ines... 
gee with yellow, and-purpliſh bloſſoms. N 
The river on which we now ſailed, was, at a 
medium, about three et deep. The water has a 
pow caſt, and the bottom is gravelly./ 1/4 
In the evening of the 1 5th, the city of Zane 
| guoa made à moſt brilliant appearance with its 
Hluminations. The effect was enereaſed by nu- 
. L 2 | merous 
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merous badies of | dier ranged alang. — 
of the river, With paper lanterns- lad..; 


Next day the features of the country . 
Which we failed, were ſtill mountainous and pic- 


| wreſque; and the forts and ſalutes became ſo fre- 


quent that they grew abſolutely tireſome. - In- 
deed, ſo much military honour was paid to the 
embaſſy, that the ſalutes could only be compared 


to a train of wild- fire laid from Pekin to Canton, 


qd, continually exploding as we proceeded, - 
On the 18th. the country .changed to a fing 


Ty an in which numerous villages roſe, 


amid plantations of tallow and mulberry- trees. 


This day we paſſed à group of water-mills, all 


turned by a ſmall cut from the river, flowing in a 
circular direction. . Theſe appeared to he on the 


European. conſtruction; and as we — 
viere employed in threſliing rice. 


The following day the banks of the ri river re· 


5 e appearance; and long „ of 


mountains roſe into the herigen. 


D he aqth brought us to a large and hequtiful: 


wwn, where we were again. to diſembarx. The 
ſcenery here might have advantageoully employed. - 
me wranneſt pencil. The river, formed a central. 


object, on one ſide was the town, with its appro- 


priate circumſtances, and a. military.cncampment 


— . EEE ISS —— 
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th front; KITE all its gaudy enſigns; on * other | 
fide lofty perpendicular hills- ne the view in 
e moſt ſublime ſtile. 1 1e 
"Hibs diſembarked; we 8 next 15254 
by land, and ſoon reached the city.of Chanſoiyeng, 
where the Ambaſſador was received with due diſ- 
; tinction. Leaving this, we paſſed another walled 
city. and ſeveral villages; and arrived at the city of 
Vooſaun, early in the afternoon, where we drank 
refreſhments of tea at the palace of the mandarin; 
and having ſtowed the baggage on board. another 
ks. provided, for our. accommodation, 
U. embarked, * were anxious to ee on 
our voyage. LY 
3 On the morning, of the: 24th of Novemabbirs We 
found ourſelves before the city. of Mammenoa. 
The river now, winded. away between enormous 
maſſes of ſtone, without any continuity or con- 
nection; exhibiting the. appearance of ſome vol- 
canic eruption. Some of theſe. huge ſtones had 
been excavated into dwellings; and every in- 
terſtice between them was occupied by hortulane 
productions. This ſtupendous ſcenery continued | 
for ſeveral.milesz.it was grand, perhaps unique, 
n itſelf; and where it admitted of views into the 
more diſtant country, it produced. a moſt vw 
ful picture. 55 
We reached the city of Hoa-quoo i in the: 115 8 | 
rs £ EE 3 2 noon, 


confeQionary for the uſe of every junk. For two· 


rocks occafionally-broke the level of the ſeene. 


af rice: fields, imerſected with villas and gardens. ; 


27h —$0RD MACAROWEYS, ” 
Hood, here, unh to our TatisfaRionz” we fbund 


Iarper junks ready; to receive us · Phe mandarin 
of the place politely. ſent a- variety of fruits and 


days the weather had: been very rainy; it nom be- 
vame- more moderate. Nhe eountry: through 
which we paſſed- was rich -andifertite ; a few red 


The fog was ſo thick: on the morning of the 
26th as to obſeure the country. About noon it. 
Aiſperſed; and the eye ranged over a level extent: 


Our proviſions had · for fome time been very in- 
different; not from neglect, but the nature of the 
vountry. In proportion as we fared worſe our 


 -Chineſe junk · men fareck better they reeeived not 
only our r erg erg __ — : 
NN ns 


The Tyth -profecnted” 4. Bebel — 
Ame pbum of mud, with inhabitants as wreteh- 


ed in appearance as their habitations were mean. 


For this ſight we were unable to account. 


The river had now aſſumed a. formidable 


| diva ; Arid as the wind was high, the waves and 


ſurf reſembled thoſe of the ſea. We paſſed num 
bers of fifhing-boats, which * to wy the: 
navigation of the ſtream... . 
Abe city "of: /FyoungſhiMennens appeared i in. 
vie vy 


- 


- 


i 


andifor extent and the advantages: of ſitygtian, it 
_ -vnqueſtionably deſerves to he reskoned ↄne of the 
firft in China. Not leſs than a-thouſand junks 
lay at anchor before it. It is built near the con- 
flux of ſeveral rwers, and enjeys a moſt: extenſive * 
. commerce. | The. grand mandarin paid a viiilpn 
board his Excellency' s junk, and made a. variety a. 
5 . in Rik, purcelain and tea. 
Tho only novelty, that preſented itſelf, in the- 
__ of our voyage on the agth, vas a village: 
built with blue brieks, and covered with tiles ft 
the ſame colour. Pagodas and yhe-palaces . 
mandarins were naw become familiar objects. 
The fallowing day we paſſedia city lying l 
beautiful meadows and orehards, about two miles 


diſtance. fromithe, river. | Beyond this the proſpect 12 


became - as delightful as faney can congeive. 


Mountains roſe into the Horizon, foreſts wayed-on. 


the flopes, and flocks andberds. covered the yales.. 


he river was now expanded to a great breadthʒ 


a as the wind blew: freſh, the junks ſocnstimes 
appea red in danger of being overſet. At this time 

che thermometer had ſunk 10. 40 and nnn 

were covered with froſt; | 

It has been previouſſy Sunedh that ae 

no public cemeteries, except in the vicinity. of po- 

pulous places. 2 the country becomes a 


continued: 


2 


ener re e 446. 
Ae theafth. W. e. paſſed it in the altexnoon;. : 


- 
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 <onfiniocd burial-ground. Which ever way lf 


turned our eyes, fome trophy of death appeared: 


and the degree oft em belliſſrment it had W 


marked the rank of the deceaſed. Indred. it 
not unuſ ual: for the Chineſe. to erect their 2 


monuments in their lifetime; and as the choice 


f 


ation is free,. _ of: them become LG 


| urcſque objects. 


On the iſt of. December we ſailed 455 the town 
of Saunt- yo tawn, where ſeveral ſuperb pagodas 


roſe above the ſurrounding groves. Numerous 
timber- yards occupied the banks of the river; and 


large quantity of timber was immerſed in the 


ſtream „ which, as we were told, was in a ſtate of 
preparation for the building: of Jonks,. the. r 


Lp buſineſs of the-place.. 


- 


The cities of Loo Dichean; Morriun Dew, Duh 'Þ 


<Ehie-a-foog which we now. approached, all lie 


contiguous to: each other. Art and Nature have 


united their efforts to encreaſe the beauty of this 
charming vicinity. At a diſtance we obſerved 
vaſt· columns of ſmoke, whieh roſe, as wes. were 
informed, from a porcelain manufactor. 

In the evening we reached the city. of Chinga- 
150 0. Here illuminations, the. firing of rockets 


and of artilfery, took place in honour. of the Am- 


-baſſador. We received alſo a preſent of fruit and 
Fenn from che mandarin of the place. 


- 
* * 


To 


| EMBASSY. FO cm8 N 
To note every objett which arreſtec and pleaſed. 


_ the eye of the traveller, Would fatigue the reader. 
Un informing him. Every bend of the river 


apened a gew proſpect that gratifed the fight, 10 


which no deſeription, however vivid, could dg. 


Juſtice. The ſeaſon of the year was np the moſt, 


unpropitĩous for landſcape beauty; yet the charms: 
of nature, intermixed with the veſtiges of age en. 
parted ſucceſſive impulſes of delight. 
On the ad of December we paſſed the ey of 
- Fie-cho-jeunau, embofomed in plantations. From 
| bs apparent populasion, and the numher of junks 
| employed i in its commerce, it was evidently 1 a bg 
ranked in the firſt claſs of Chineſe towns... | 


Next day we Were gratiſied with the view gf 


dome beautiful ryins. -Tbe original deſtinat ian af 


| the edifice we could not certainly diſegyer; hut 


from the reinains Rill- viſible, we concluded it 
= have once —_ ka of — 
. nifieence.  _ -_ | 
In this part of the pokes; ehe Gm to = 


| duly appreciated. _ The villas af the mapdgins. hy 


the pagodas, and even ſome of the priyate dyweln 
lings, are erected with a palpable regard o the 


Ereumſtanges of the place, * the beam of Bio: 


feenery. A 
We oblemed Sn of nee 3 


and 


r with. rods. and. lines. In lakes 
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And large rivers, the fame kind of bait is * 
quently uſed as at fea. Nets too are in very 
common ufe. In ſome places bamboo Canes, - 
ſupporting a curtain” of ſtrong. gauze, are place 
xcrofs the ſtreams; ant then the fiſh being allured 
to the wr by baits, are Ge Irs in nets wich great 
ſucceſs. 7h 
On nr we OA PRIN of fly 
as in Europe, are private property. In thoſe ri- 
vers we navigated, a kind of Whiting and trout 
were the moſt plentiful. Theſe are ſold to the 
crews. of the Junks, - the 5 for "Ow is. 
e EVI | 3 
Wbile on the fabje@ of flking, 4 pecu=- 
| Har to the Chineſe, of catching them by a ſpecies of 
birds, trained up for that purpoſe, ſhauld not paſs 
without notice. The fowls are called looau, and 
are faid to be indi igenous here, They are about 
thi ſize of a gooſe; of a grey colour; web-footed z 
and furniſhed with a long ſlender bill, ENT, 
t che extremity. This bird buitds among the 
Needs, or in the hollows of cliffs, ach oining the 
-  thores. When trained for fiſhing. to which na- 
ture gives them an. extraordinary degree of aꝑti- 
tude· and docility, a certain number of them are 
taken out in each boat, and at a given ſignal they, | 
dive, and' bring up their prey with unerring cer- 
:tainty, and with equal certainty depoſit it in tho. 
A's | 5 5 boat 3 
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boat to which they reſpectively belong, though 
hundreds may be mixed. Theſe aſtoniſhing 
- aquatic birds will foon fill a boat, where, fiſh is 
_ plentiful; and it is poſitively affirmed, that when 
one of chem ſeizes a fiſh too large to manage 
ſingly, its companions join in affording afliftance. 


A ring paſſed round the neck, man them "from : 


| Grallowing what they catch. 


Early in the afternoon we e 16 FE | 


| city of Vang-on-chean ; - where the Ambaſſador © 


received a viſit from the mandarin. This: place 


_ . occupies a conſiderable Caicos! on one ſide it is 


bounded by the river, on the oy by: Aa ſs of | 


1 mountains. 


A ſucceſſion of Es and 1 leger e our 


voyage during the ſucceeding day. The features 


of the country became craggy and elevated into 
hills; but fertility, in every pollible ſituation, 


chewed the labour of diligent cultivation. 
The appearance of indigence is by no means 


common in China; but this day we obſerved a 
cluſter of cottages meanly conſtructed of logs of® 


wood, and indicating internal wretchedneſs. 
We have ſo frequently repeated the charms of 


the country through which we paſſed, that it is 


feared a continual enumeration of ſimilar objects 


oy 15 of affording entertainment. On the 5th 


the | 


9 
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Ute ver beratne very ſlioalhy, und we adichored | 
before dark to avid the dangers of fuch a mavi- | 
pation.” This day we paſſed the city of Joo-jen- 
nau, fituated at the bottom of a lofty mountain. 
Here we found that the river on which we had 
Failed communicated with another of equal mag 
'Hitnde. The poſttion of a tity, at the conflux of 
two large RE, readily pointy out Its conveniende | 
for krade. 
Leaving this pts; the eres ws divided into 
two ſtreams by a beautiful iſlet, in which the man- 
darin had an _ _ ious. hom his" Gern 
Monal fetirement. = 
In the evening, FO city of een 
ſented the möſt brilliant nöocturnal ilumination 
we hid hitherto ſeen; and this complimentary, 
attention Was heightenet by a * — krulis 
L R the mandarh. 
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Ur 3 3 had occaſion to una 
the improved ſtate of agriculture in this 
' country, In our paſſage down the river on tie 
6th of December, we obſerved a number of ma- 
Chines, ;with which the Chineſe water their at 
| grounds. They conſiſt of a Wheel of bamboo, | 
turned by a ſtream, which throwing the water 
into large reſervoirs, it is from thence diſtributed 
by ſluices inta a thouſand channels... ct - 

© The beautiful village of Shai-boo, ſituated on a 
bold elevation, above the river, was the principal 
object in the landſcape, till the attention was 
called away by the pagoda. of Tau-ay; the upper 
part of which being in ruins, gave it a more pic- 
tureſque and impreſſive appearance, and well ac- 
corded with the character of the yell Wein dies „ | 
| at its foot. . 

The town of Wan- ing tan was the only. 1 
place of any importance we palled in this days 

iy | a | voyage. 
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voyage. Villages were numerous; and ſome 


huts again- made their ns, of ny hum- 
bleſt conſtruction. 


Next day was the moſt remarkable we had yet 


8 During our whole progreſs we ſaw 
_neither city, town, nor village. A few farm- 


Houſes were, however, diſperſed over the face of 


hhe country. The banks of the river were lofty, 
and formed of a perpendicular barrier of red earth, 
ſtreaked with horizontal veins of. ſtone, i in a direc- 


tion perfectly rectilinear. This natural OE 


n for ſeveral miles. 


The ſhallowneſs of the river obliged 1 us again 
to ſhift the baggage into junks of leſſer burden; 


and in the courſe of the evening we found our- 
ſelves in the vicinity of ſome town or village, from 
; the number of paper lanterns we ſaw exhibited by 

the ſoldiers, 11 the we. nA ſalute they 


1 . 
The weather had for ſchie days dern vena: 
kate; ; but the face of the country was no longer 


the ſame. Barren mountains, ſeparated by plains 


that ſeemed to defy the labour of man to produce 
fertility, now preſented themſelves on all hands. 


Some dwarf-tfees, however, among which the 
camphire is ſaid to predominate, broke the ab- 


ruptneſs of the flopes; and here and there a village 
or a "TR animated the Keene: 8 | 


In 


914 


4 


ts . en we 1 erved 1 ſepulchral 
' monuments, with excavations in the rocks be- 


neath, as receptacles' for the dead. The moſt 
elevated ſpots, the moſt abrupt precipices, we ge- 
nerally obſerved, were appropriated for the repoſe _ 
of the dead. Whether this choice was determined 


with-a regard to notoriety, or from any ſuperſti- 
tious opinion that the body might be placed as 
near as poſlible to that heaven where ſpirits wing 
their flight, we could obtain no ſatisfactory infor- 


mation. The amiable virtues, however, of the 
_ Chineſe, were rendered more conſpicuous, by tha 
feeling regard they uniformly appear to ſbew to 


the remains of thoſe they have once loved or re- 
ſpected. 


ers, and connected, by a platform, with a circular 


court, ſurrounded by 2 ſkreen of ſilk. In this 


place a number of horſes were collected, with the 
choice of one of which every perſon in the ſuite 
was indulged, for the journey of the day. The 


_ Ambaſſador, with two or three gentlemen of his 


ſuite, were to proceed as uſual in palanquins. 
be horlss being selected, the cavalcade com- 


* 


On the th we arrived at u city. of. 8 

| eee Here the embaſſy was to make a day's 

march over land; and accordingly we diſembark- 
ed. The landing- place was adorned with a tri- 
wehe arch, highly decorated with ſilken ſtream- 


8 | menced 


} 


92 


——— 
IO 


— — — * * 
——— — — — 
—— —_ — . oy wo — - * 
* 
« | - 
. a * 


— — — — — 


1 enn abel ruEva 5 


en heir progreſs ; and perhaps duch a an ex- 
hibitien of equeſtrian exerciſe and groteſque dreſs, 


never before amuſed a Chineſe populace. The 
horſes were ſpirited, many of the riders were new 


to this mode of travelling. The eries of fear, and 
the ſhouts of ridicule, were every where heard; 
and ſcarcely could we attend to the paſſing ſcene; 
ſo much were we engaged by ths" de 00g of 
our own ſituation. l 
Naung: aum- foo, e which we paſſed, is a 
large walled city; and though the river here does | 
not admit large junks, from the very great num- 
ber of ſmaller ones which lined its ſhores, we con- 


eluded it had no inconſiderable- pres to a 


commercial character. | 155 
At noon we arrived at the foot of a lofty moun- 


tain, where we were obliged to diſmount. Hav- 
ing gained the aſcent, we' paſſed ſeveral villages; 


and dined at the town of Lee-cou-au,- where the 


road was lined with ſoldiers in armour, to * | 


the Ambaſſador as he paſſed. SOILS — 
The ſplendor of cultivation was exchanged for 
the landſcape of the barren mountain. However, 


| large patches of camphire and other trees ſome- ; 


times relieved the eye. 
Me arrived at the gates of eee juſt 
as the ſun had ſunk beneath the horizon. This 


City ſtands 1 in a ee encircled on three ſides by 
7 | . hills, 
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hills, and on the fourth by the river, on wllich we 
were to continue our voyage. The houſes are 
chiefly built of wood, in general two ſtories high ʒ 
and the ſtreets, are narrow, but well-payed.' In 
exterior appearance and decoration, it preſerves 
the general character of Chineſe towns. 
Soldiers lined the fires, to facilitate aur paſ- 
ſage to the mandarin's: palace, a very noble bitild- 
ing, conſiſting of ſeveral courts. A ſplendid en- 
tertainment was provided for the whole ſuite; and 
ſuch a profuſion of lights decorated the principal 
apartments as are never diſplayed in Europe on 
any oecaſion. Indeed, illumination, we may 
ſafely affirm, conſtitutes the grand n 
femmes of Chineſe magnificence. 

Me began embarking in the morning of the 
11th of December, on board ſmall junks, 'corres 
ſponding with the; depth of the river; and before 
noon we reſumed our voyage; failing under a 
wooden bridge of ſeyen arches, with ſtone pillars, 
ſtrongly guarded by ſoldiers at each end. From 
this point, the city appears in a very advantageous 
view. Beyond the bridge the river divided into 
two branches, taking almoſt oppoſite directions. 
The town af Cbang- ſang was the only place of 

pate we paſſed in this day's voyage. 
I he face of the country had few lively Gnas 


mals arußcial circumſtances encreaſed the gloom. 
„ Sepulchral 


where the houſes, adjoini 
be ſo ſlenderly ſupported, as to threaten conſtant 
ruin to their inhabitants and the paſſengers. mM 

the extremity of this city the fleet anchored; and 
here the Ambaſſador experienced the eee at- 
tention of the mandarin in a very ſuperior degree. 
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Sepulchral monuments were the chief obj eas 
which we ſaw in the courſe of next day. The 
only novelty was floating rafts, with ſeveral bam- 
boo hits, well tenanted, n we Mea near "ho | 
village of Ty-ang-koa.” - = 
On the x3th we came to the flops ey Shan. chooy 
ing the river, appear to). 


- Junks of larger dimenſions were again prepared 


5] to. receive. the emhaſſy; and next day we paſſed 


through a country fometimes varied with patches 


of cultivated ground, though mountainous Reexility 
was ftill the predominant feature. 


Towards evening we found: the hills nach 


Je the river, till at laſt they ſeemed to 
cloſe, and admit only its courſe. This gloomy 
ſcene continued for ſome time, as if to heighten 


the contraſt that was to open. We now reached 


; * mountain of immenſe perpendicular height, the 
upper part of which appears to project over the 


ſtream. Its contour is bare rock and ſhaggy fo- 
liage; and this extends for nearly two miles. | Its 


termination, Ii like its commencement, is abrupt. 


At the extreme point, a pyramidial rock appears 
„%% Tt ot 12 


— 
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to riſe above the edge of the precipice; ; and this 
is ſeparated by an interjacent plain from another 


enormous rock, of the ſame n Ne of | 


a different form. YR 
Another range of- hills e 80 aſides we Had 
left theſe ſtupendous objects, and continued to ex- 


clude our view of the country; but no ſooner 


were we come to the end of this chain, than 
burſt of illumination, carried over mountains and 
vallies for ſeveral miles, wrapt the ſenſes in ec- 
ſtacy and aſtoniſhment; this line of undulating 
light was ſo various and fo brilliant, that no 
words can do juſtice to its ſublime effects. Im- 
menſe bonfires on the ſummits reddened the 
clouds; while ſpiral ſtreams of fire ſerpentiſed up 
the aſcents, or ſunk into the declivities below. 
The number of lanterns or torches employed on 


this occaſion muſt have aſtoniſhed by their i im- | 


menſity, as well as by their effects; and we can 


only ſay, that ſuch a magnificent ſpectacle was | 


never before diſplayed to European eyes. Diſ- 
charges of artillery were repeated at intervals; 3 
and night \ was oſt i in a artificial blaze. g 
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| Mountain of Kvan-yeng-naum is de eaſt at 


| Canton—Temporary Refidence provided for the 

' Ambaſſader and his Suite—Canton deſcribed —- 

. Whampea defcribed—Eulegium on Van-Tadge-In 
 — Macea de prong 9 0 ee eme . 
rive af Spithead. e | 


= grand mandarin 3 the PA to fag. 
on the 15th of December, to indulge the em 


bally with 2. leiſure view of the Mountain of 


Koan-yeng-naum, one of the natural curioſities of 


China. Tt has a perpendicular aſcent from the - 
_ water, terminating in a peak; and from the face 


towards the river, ſuch enormous maſſes project, 
as menace every moment to 5 p che ene of 


8 the ſtream. 1 — 


But art has heightened the eurious. circums - 


ſtances of this extraordinary. mountain. It con 


tains ſeveral cayerns. One of them is about forty - 


| feet above the leyel of the water. To, this. there 


is acceſs by a flight of ſteps, guarded by a xalll. - - 
On reaching the top of the flight, we enter a room 

of good dimenſions, excavated from the rock; in 
whieh ſtands an image ſacred to Chinefe devotions. 

An artificial ſtaircaſe conduas to two other ſupe- 
rior apartments; and the whole is fitted up by the 
mandarin to whom the mountain belongs, in a 
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Aile of rde magnificence, corteſponding to the 
character of the place. 


| Proceeding through a country preſenting many 


ſublime features, we reached the city of Shizing- 
ta-heng 'about noon. This place enjoys every 


local advantage that can contribute to endet it | 


pictureſque in a high degree. 


Lofty banks for a conſiderable TY fhut out E 
our view of the land; and where: a caſual rr 


gave a wider proſpect, it was not marked wi 


any new features. Similar obj eQs occurfed—va- 
ried'only by hap, « or Uſcriraſnated | by light and 


— . 4h 


The evening * Ghcered as an illuminstlon 1785 


of the diſtant hills. The coup d'cil was ex- 


tremely grand, on kiferfor $ to > what” we had wit | 


| nn MIS ne E999 ai 
Next day . rocks, in various groteſque 
forms, ſometimes tinted with foliage, ſometimes 


the traces of laborious taſte, were the roms | 


> 


character of the landſcape. | 


We reached the city of Ik den pn It : 
is well fortified; of great extent and population,” 
The number of junks which lay before it, indi- 
cated an enlarged commerce. Triumphal arches 
decorated the beach; and ſeveral regiments of 5 


* 5 


ſoldiers paid the military honours as we paſſed. 
en this city che river takes a direct courſe 
3 2. for 


—— — 


EEE 


= —_—_— wh > 
> Engg rere: 


a I Shang 


. 9 20AD-MAE apruny's 
os for ſome miles, amid fertile and highly « eukivated 
' meadows. The mountains Ol. ine the bach, 
. 1 

One of the junks w was in imniinent e of 
being conſumed. by a ſpark. falling unobſerved 
from a tobacco-pipe. Indeed, where ſmoaking is 
ſo generally uſed, it is a matter of - aſtoniſhment 
that accidents are not. more frequent and fatal. 

On the 17th we paſſed the extenſive village-of 
Feat where a number of manufactories 

appear to. be eſtabliſhed. The country now res 
dme its fertility and beauty; * wer 
came both plentiful and excellent. 1 

In the. evening we xeao es- wg- 
dere che Ambaſſador received evgry, honour. ns 
the moſt, elegant attention on the pat, af the man-: 
darin could pay, or his Excelleney exprg. This 
is a large and commercial city. The: ir- 

tions diſplayed here were peculiarly grand. 

_ the following morning we paſſed a ſeries of 
very large and populous towns, ſo cloſely: con- 
vected, that we ſeemed for ſome hours to be ſail- 

ing through one city of. immenſe extent. The 
falutes were almoſt ineeſſant as we proceeded; 
and eyery place poured thouſands of its inhabi- 
tants, though at a very early hour, to obtain a, 
_ tranſient view of an European embaſſy. 

We now  Approached 1 the city of Tayn-tf) yn-tau, 

a place 


; J 
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x place of the firſt importande and the moß en⸗ 
tenſive trade. The ſuburbs lie on both ſides the 
river for ſeveral miles; and if we may judge from 
thoſe circumſtances that fell under our inſpection, 5 
in extent population, and commerce, this city is 
only inferior to Pekin or to Canton. Thouſands 
of junks covered the river for a vaſt ſpace; and 
ſcarcely had we overcome the difficulties and im- 
pediments of this erouded navigation, before we 
found ourſelves approaching to Canton, the ter 
mination of our voyage. f 
Our arrival being notified at t Carton,” ſeveral 
mandarins waited on his Excellency ; and theſe 
were ſoon followed by the gentlemen of the Eng- 
liſh factory and Colonel Benſon. This officer 
brought with him the public dipatches for the 
Ambaſſador, and a packet of private letters from 
our friends in England. Thoſe” only who have 
been ſo long cut off from any ' communication 
with the land which contained all that was dear 
to them, can form an adequate idea of the 
anxious joy we felt at opening a OE from the 
relative or friend we loved. | 
Next day we were moved into larger junks. 
The magnificence of the river at this place baffles 
deſcription. Its ſurface was almoſt covered with 
veſſels, engaged in trade, or attracted by curioſity, 
The banks were lined with ſoldiers, and covered 
with 
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with elegant houſes; and a ſucceſſion. of. forts 
thundered out falutes with almoſt enen 
pidity. | * 
We 1 "20 the - Engliſh fatory' about one in 
the afternoon; ; and both it and the Dutch factory 
paid his Excellency the uſual ſalute, hoiſting at 
the ſame - time, e the, ſtandard of their weren 
countries. EI 4 ith 
For ſome 900 it "de fl a common, > ory 
Ledig light, to ſee the boats generally rowed 
by women. We ſometimes obſerved a child tied 
- to its mother's back, and anether at her breaſt, 
while ſhe was plying the oar- To a feeling mind 
this ſpectacle could not fail to give pain; and it 
may be remarked, that in Tartary, and the 
northern provinces. of China, where the women 
are lamed, either by faſhion or policy, from their 
infant years, ſuch laborious occupations can never 
fall to their lot. Five inches and an half was 
found to be che length of a full grown woman's 
foot, where the practice of compreſſion was in | 
uſe: it is, however, by no means univerſal. | - 
A temporary reſidence for the F Sr and 
ſuite had been provided by the Eaſt I ndia Com- R 
pany's ſupercargoes; ; and in point of accommoda- | 
tion and domeſtic arrangement, we found it-ſupe- 
rior to the firſt palaces i in which we had lodged, 
during our long fene in China, 1 ee 
Canton 
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Canton being. the only city m Chink whets | 


Europeans are ſuffered to trade, it is comparatively 
well known. A brief Gp will 3 
ſuffice.” oY | et cad | 

This city is wales, ſtrongly fortified, and gar- 
riſoned with numerous troops. The ſtreets are 
generally 1 narrow, but well-paved; and'the houſes,” 
which are conſtrued of poet and ſtone, mar! 

riſe above one ſtory high. ab >: 
' - The Viceroy's palace is n on the model 0 
of that in which we reſided at Pekin.” _Triamphal- 
arches are numerous and ſplendid; and theſe are 
the only public buildings in the place, ee 2 

The population has been eſtimated at a million 
of ſouls: the ſuburbs cannot contain leſs than half 
that number. 5 2 

The river at Canton is noble and b the 
water, however, is not wholeſome for ſtrangers, 
till its ſediment has been allowed to ſubſide.” In 
this reſpect the natives give themſelves no con- 5 
cern. The river that flows by Tong-tchew was 
found to contain half a pint of yellow ſand in | 
every gallon of its water; and yet no one ever 
thought it neceſſary to purify it by filtration. 

The ſuburbs of Canton, in which indeed, pro- 
perly ſpeaking; all the European commerce is car- 
ried on, are very extenſive, and e every where exhi- +» | 
bit m—— opulence ; hut they have no pre- 5, | 

7.” tenſions | 


. 
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tenſions to grandeur. or elegance. The warehonſes 
eee the manufaQures of the 
cauntrys they are, however, rather great than 
grand. England, Holland, France, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Portugal, Spain, and America, have their 
reſpeRive factories here, which are fitted up on 
dhe banks gf: the river, in ihe European file of 
architecture and their general diſtinction, is the 
flag of their different nations diſplayed on ſome 
conſpicuous part of the building. The Engliſn 
e er y far the en ſhare Aan, 
Chineſs ud. 
The Viceray. of Conti ak once. viſited hs | 
Ambaſſador. during his ſtay. Large preſents of 
ſugar-candy, (porcelain, and Ls were. Art | 
buted to the whole embaſſy. 
For ſeveral days, during.the time. of 8 tis l 
> N was entertained with Chineſe plays, 
performed on a ſtage erected e the windows: 
of his apartments. ; 
On the firſt day of the new year, 1704. nis "RE 
 cellency.and ſuite were ſplendidly. entertained by 
the gentlemen of the Britiſh factory. og nee; 
of muſic which had accompanied the embaſly, on 
the-requeſt of the factory, were permitted Wer 
into is ervices, and in a en where amuſe- 


SO Ew», 


| be a se ac quilition. 
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Degenerat „of manners eviderttiy marks die 


| characters of the inhabitants of Canton; 4ind this 


reflection is the more melancholy, as there is to 
much teafon to fuppoſe the contagion of Eiftopeth. - 

example has infected the firhplicity aud THR 
| Wh Chinefe general character. 

On the Bth of January the Aba et pts 
<eede to Whatapoa to join the fhips. * At tie 


fame time 4 depiitarion of tlie retfrite Was TE. 


patehed to Macao, to thake preparütfons ft ks 
e s reception at that face. ard 
Whampoa, beyond which Eurepedm ſhips are 
never permitted to piſs, is an elegant ant Poptt- 
Dos Viflage, abott 7H miles bee Cimton. © The 

river, Her this place, is defehiſed'by & fähd dan, 
wicht priveiits che paſſage bf large lips, eceeßt 

Ahigk water; And the netks of FRE, 
on cither le WR, dum 'the Celebranay ane 


A U puer u Tae b cool fx Bel 
Ketve of the Ambaffadbr. It is impôffbfe for i 
Pfratfe br cenfurè of the wifftt bf this to reeh-n 
perſom of His diſtnguiffec rettk; Birr fir Bete 
thy ptaiſe ont the deſbrving, we gratffy cke weſt 
feetttig of the Rürtttas frart, aud zt the fame Ui 
d hoftotr to ourſelves: "THis amiable mum kin 
never be forgotterr by thofe Whit Epe fiene E 
afſ duous care, his mift condefcenfts „And Hg Erb. 
Na. lightened 
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lightened conduR, during a long and troubleſome 
_ attendance, on the embaſſy. He held an exalted 
rank in the Chineſe army—perhaps the higheſt; - 
but no dignity of ſituation had rendered him inat- 
1 tentive to the minuteſt offices of duty. His mind 
ſeemed capable of reflecting honour on any rank: 
3 with the moſt benevolent heart, he attached him- - 


5 | N | ſelf to the intereſts of thoſe in whoſe ſervice he 
= Was employed; he had even contracted 2 friend- 


: 4 > * ſhip for ſome; and the tear of — accom- 
4 | panied the laſt adieu. . 
On the 4th Lord Macartney W a Macao; j 
= and. took, -up his reſidence with Mr. Drummond, 
one of the ſupercargoes of the Eaſt India Com- 
= pany: - Here the gentlemen of the ſeveral Euro- 
24 pean factories have their houſes; as they are not 
—_ - EMT. to remain at Canton longer han is ab- 
* _folutely neceſſary for the purpoſe of trade... 
Macao is a place of ſome magnitude, built! in the 
1 European taſte. It may be ſaid to belong to the 
1 Portugueſe, but the Chineſe exerciſe a paramount 
__ Juriſdiction. : Indeed the Portugueſe territory 
daes not exceed four miles in length, and one and 
an half in breadth; nor can the barrier be paſſed, 
without the 1 riſk. A governor and judge, 
appointed by the court of Liſbon, reſide here; and 
about two hundred and fifty European ſoldiers are 


3 e to guard the ** e 5 
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The Jong intereourſe Viet! Ras bed bi 
: tween Europeans and the Chiteſe in this place, 
has not altered the 6ftabliſhed cuſtoms and Rabits 
of the lattey, The Chineſe never deviate from 
_ the üſuges of tlleir country, which may be con- 
An nſſ oh ff LOR TION 
went the wall is de cement burying- 
end vf the Chineſe; Ad in it we Thw- feverdl 
memorials of our eviratr yen, Whoſe Hhes repofe 
hers: Thoſe who! die it we Roar Catholic 
farth h/ ſeparats eernieteries: the Chintte, fe 
liberal, we will add mote hriſtkan, chan the CA- 
tholics, ſuffer their duſt to mingle with ours. 
Here Mr. Plumb, the interpreter, though of- 
fred an handſome eſtabliſhment if he choſe to re- 
turn to Europe, quitted the ſervice of the embaſſy. 
He left his Engliff friends With ſenſible regret; 
but naturally preferred paſſing the remainder of 
his _ in the boſom of his "Fanny. ehh 
country. 1 At nnd ooeanndly;”: 
„ Qrthe $th of Manny; Lord Macartney-atid re- 
tinue, embarked for Europe, amid the fabutes of 
forts and ſhips; and being joined by a ge home- 


| Wir beni beet f Tricity of WE" fan pe. 
evaded 6 fu; © it rst 
' Nothing of any ec, bone = : 


e during on? voyage. WEartivel at“ 
eh 3g $0472 f 24 6 UT wn 
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Helena on the x9th a J . and remained there 
' Bll the iſt of July. ' 5 
; On the 3d of 3 we were he 


n 3 by running foul of a large fleet off Port- 
nnd Roads, which proved to be the Grand Fleet, | 
1 ; commanded by Earl Howe. Two or three of the 

| - Indiamen received ſome damage; but except in 
0 this inſtance, our voyage was free from accident, | 

_ xy and barren of intereſting occurrence. 
i In the afternoon of this day we anchored ſafe : 

_ = nt at Spithead, after an abſence of little leſs than Wo 
N you! from our native land. | F 


CHAP. XVI. 


e Mackinal 4 * Foun 8 is 
_—  Chuſan—Curious Method of lifting the Funks— 
1 _-» Ghimeſe' Marriage Ceremony heir Ideas of 
_ -*- + Slavery—4 necdote the preſent _ 


15. the mes of the preceding narrative, it was 
mentioned that Captain Mackintoſh, and a part 

ef the embaſſy, proceeded from Hoang-tehew to 
Chuſan; on the authority of others, we preſent 
bur readers with a ſhort account of this paſſage; 
> and 


\ 
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and ſhall ſubjoin ſome . mmiſcellancous remarks, 


which would have e the chain * regus 


lar narration. 

The ſame Kind of ſcenery, we are infec, 
preſented itſelf in the paſſage to Chuſan as has 
been deſcribed in the route we made: but the 


river itſelf was of a different nature from that on 


Which we failed; its courſe was occaſionally | 
broken by cataracts of a formidable aſpect; and 
it required all the ingenuity of the Chineſe to con- 


trive means to obviate the difficulties of ſuch a a 


navigation. Yet, ſtrange as it may appear, they 


apply the mechanical powers to raiſe veſſels into a 


higher level of the river, or fink them to a lower. 
To effect which, two ſtrong ſtentions are fixed in 
the centre of the river, from which two large” 
beams project over. the water; to theſe blocks 
| ſtrong ropes are attached, and the junk being 

well ſecured fore and aft, is in a few moments 


. 


hoiſted, with all its contents, from. one | level to 
another. Perſons accuſtomed to the buſineſs are 


ſtationed at theſe places; and ſo certain and ſecure 
is their operation, that it is ſcarcely regarded as an 
impediment or. hazard. The ſame attention, we 
uvnderſtand, was paid to Captain Mackintoſh and 


> his party, during their pang to a as to the be 


embaſſy itſelf. 


— ww 


Without adverting to numerous erroneous ac- 
Counts 
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ſtonm. Fe lady being eſcorted to the houls of her 
er uz niirck and feſtivity concluded the dur. 


— here totally unknown. The benevolent ſpirit 
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5 counts of Chineſe manners: and euſtoiſs, wich 


which every European deſcription is replete, we 


FRAN briefly ſtate what can be aſſerted with truth. 


A marriage ceremony, during our ſtay at Ma- 


0 attracted our attention: as it may poſſibly 


appear a matter of curioſity to many perſons in 
this country; a fhort deſeription- of it is here 
gleen. The bride was carried ina palanquin, 


preceded by muſic; various enſigns, borhe by the 


male relatives of the bridegroom and bride, were : 
diſplayed beth in the front and rear of the proceſ- 


Ik has been an opinion univerfalty propagated 


and received, mat the women are rigidly confined | 
in this Toutitry, Envougtr has been faid: in the 


eourſe of this work to W how $46 {Oe 
corny aſſertion is. 174339 

Nor is the Kea of PERS ehh ie, 
or even tolerated here, leſs re pugnant to truth, 
Certain claſſes of criminals are indeed purified = 
with a ſervitude. of longer or ſhorter duration, ih 
proportion to their offences: and fuek pvr fons are 
frequently Hired out to maſters,” who thereby ex- 


: onerate the public fromm the expence of maintain- 
ing them. But flavery by original purchaſe, or 


inheritance, as is cuſtomary in the Weſt Indies, 


of - 
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of the government, and the mild manners os the. 
natives, would revolt at the idea. 

Sir George Staunton had purchaſed a black hi 
named Benjamin, at Batavia. In the interior of 

China he was an object oſ no ſmall curioſity, per- 
haps of pity, in proportion as ſlavery is abhorred: 
and even at Canton, I heard a merchant, Who 
could expreſs himſelf in broken Engliſn, inveigh : 


- againſt the inhumanity of the Britiſn nation, in 


ſuffering ſuch a diſgraceful traffic; and ſo con- 
trary to the principles they profeſs to believe. On 
obſerving to him, that Parliament intended to abo: $ 
liſh. it, he ſurprized me, by naming Mandarin 
Wi force, as he called that benevglent and worthy 
character Mr. Wilberforce; he enumerated his 
efforts in the cauſe of human nature, and of the 
ſuffering Africans; and concluded, Foſb no like ſo 
faſhion; meaning, God cannot approve of ſuck” | 

a practice.“ The labours of benevolence do not 
always obtain ſuch an extenſive fame; but Mr. 
Wilberforce is ſure of a richer, reward, from that 
| God, who with equal eye béholds his univerſal 
creation, *and who delights in e man the 

friend of mann. « 41-4 

Feſtivals in China are not i 1 that 
which celebrates the commencement. of the new 
year is the principal. This begins, among the 

Chigele, on the ſecond of our month of F ebruary ; 
and 
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andi is obferved with the utmoſt: feſtivity and joy. . 
What religious ceremonies: accompany the Cele- 
bration of the new 1 we are not ras ede to 


determine. . | 7 
Ordinary n ob wy this manner: 
Proviſions are purchaſc 4 Areſſed, according to 


rank, and ſituation! Thoſe viands are placed on 
the domeſtic altar, before a ſmall idol; after 4 
tlireefold obeiſance to the deity, the repaſt and 
| three ſmalb cups of wine, fpirits, and vinegar, ate 
__ _ carried to the front of the dwelling. The family 
_ their heads againſt the (ground ;/ and on rifle, 
phos e eder 
Aide. 
Stmald vol of gle pager afe cn ſet e 
Ackd over the menl. Afterwards frrrall erneleers 
are exploded over it; fhe repaſt 28 u ſecon® Hite 
 phiced before the idol; cheiſandes are Pye 
_ aid a ſotial dinner conciudes the cereõα y 
Accerdiag to ancient uſage, dra etz pleees 
are performed om the 1ſt of March, Th the princi- 
pal ſtreets of the differeni towns tkrougheut the 
empire, for the amuſement of the lower clafits. 
This munificent act is at the expence of the Em- 
peror; and is ſometimes en for a — 
of days. | 
Ot d efficacy of the Chineſe preſeHiptons 4 
˖ | had 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
i | 
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| had a favourable inſtance. One of Captain Mack- 


intoſh's ſervants, on our return from Jehol, had 
been attacked with ſuch a violent dyſentery, that 
it was feared he could not proceed. A Chineſe. 
phyſician was called in; the interpreter explained 
his caſe; and a medicine. was ordered, which 
ſpeedily removed the complaint. - 1 
Few diſeaſes, however, ſeem to prevail in 


5 


The caxee is the only coin ſuſſered to be cur - 
rent in China. It is made of a white metal, 
about the ſize of a farthing, and has a ſquare hole 
in the centre for the purpoſe of being ſtrung into 


candereens and maces, two imaginary names, con- 


ſiſting of a certain number of caxees. Every pro- 
vince in China has its particular caxee; and we 
found the rate of exchange vary accordingly. In 
Pekin, a Spaniſh dollar produced near 600 caxee; 


in Hoang-tchew, upwards of 700. 


We thall conclude this work with an anecdote 
of the preſent Emperor of China; one of the 
molt beneficent and enlightened monarchs that 


ever ſwayed a ſceptre. 


A merchant of Nankin had, with great reputa- 
tion, acquired ſuch a fortune as awakened the ra- 
pacity of the Vicoroy of that province. To avoid 


the danger that menaced him, he divided his for- 


tune among his children, and was content to look 


us 
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up to them for ſupport.” Inj ;uſtice, entrenclad 
behind power, is not eaſily baffled: the ſons of the 
merchant were ſent to the army; the property 
was confiſcated, under pretence that it had been 
too rapidly accumulated; and the merchant in 
vain ſolicited redreſs from this vile repreſentative 
of a beneficent ſovereign. e e 
Deſpair gave reſolution to a man, conſcious of 

his own integrity. The merchant was deter- 
mined to lay his complaints at the foot of the 
. throne. He begged his way to Pekin; and had 

the good fortune to be able to preſent a ſtatement 

of his oppreflive grievances to the Emperor him- 3 
ſelf. The venerable monarchy peruſed the con- ® 
| tents: t the. Viceroy of Nankin happened to be in 
attendance: he was charged with the crime; his 
confuſion betrayed his guilt; and puniſhment be- 
came indiſpenſible. The Emperor, after expa- 
tiating on the magnitude of the crime, com- 
manded his head to be brought on the point of a 
ſabre. The poor merchant was ſtruck dumb 
with fear and wonder; when the Emperor relieved 
him by the following addreſs: «© Contemplate this 
aweful example before your eyes; and as I ap- 
point you Viceroy of the province of Nankin, let- 
the fate of * reep teach you juſtice and 
moderation.“ 7 6 5 0 5 D 


